Naam:


Programma mondelinge voorbereidingsperiode

vwo Ger / Gwen
1e week (10 juni – 16 juni)

· KOPIE LITERATUURLIJST INLEVEREN!

· Literature list assignment:

a. Place all the works on your literature list OTHER THAN YOUR MODERN LITERATURE in the correct literary period.

b. Why are the works on your literature list typical for their time? Write down these time related characteristics for each work.

· On Reading Poetry, Novels and Drama

· Chronology of the Literary History of England

· The Classical Age

· Background the Celts & Irish Mythology and The Children of Lir
· The Old English Period & the Middle English Period

· Geoffrey Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

2e week (17 juni – 23 juni)
· Geoffrey Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales:

· The General Prologue

· The Merchant’s Prologue + Tale

· The Pardoner’s Prologue + Tale

· The Retraction

· The Renaissance

· William Shakespeare & Richard III
· Renaissance poetry - To His Coy Mistress
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

3e week (24 juni – 30 juni)

· The Age of Reason

· A Modest Proposal
· The Romantic Period

· Romantic Poetry: It’s a Beauteous Evening Calm and Free
· Edgar Allen Poe: 3 short stories

· The Tell-Tale Heart

· The Cask of Amontillado

· The Black Cat
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

4e week (1 juli – 7 juli)

· The Victorian Age

· Pelleas and Ettarre
· The Modern Period

· Heart of Darkness
· Modern Poetry: A Martian Sends a Postcard Home
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

5e week (8 juli – 14 juli)

Generale repetitie van het Mondelinge Staatsexamen: overhoring van je hele literatuurlijst – alle klassikaal & zelfstandig gelezen werken + achtergronden.

Mondelinge staatsexamens: 15 t/m 27 juli

Study questions to State Exams June/July 2002

Week 3!

The Age of Reason

1.
What do you know about the Age of Reason?

Answer:

Age of Reason was a period in history when philosophers emphasized the use of reason as the best method of learning truth. The Age of Reason began in the 1600's and lasted until the late 1700's. The Age of Reason is also called the Enlightenment or the Age of Rationalism.

2.
Who were the most important philosophers of the Age of Reason?
Answer:

The most important thinkers of the Age of Reason included several French philosophers--the Marquis de Condorcet, Rene Descartes, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Voltaire--and the English philosopher John Locke.

3. 
What method was central in rationalist thinking?
Answer:

The leaders of the Age of Reason relied heavily on the scientific method, with its emphasis on experimentation and careful observation. The period produced many important advances in such fields as anatomy, astronomy, chemistry, mathematics, and physics. Philosophers of the Age of Reason organized knowledge in encyclopaedias and founded scientific institutes. 

4.
What’s the famous motto of the Age of Reason?

Answer:

“Knowledge is power.” (Francis Bacon, an English philosopher.)

Many scientific institutes, including the famous Royal Society in England, were founded during the Age of Reason. Great effort was also made to organize and circulate the results of the scientific research of the time. Many scholars gathered, organized, and published this knowledge. In fact, the Age of Reason could also be called the "age of the encyclopaedia."

5.
What did the philosophers of the Age of Reason criticize the Church for?

Answer:

The philosophers of the Age of Reason ‘worshipped’ reason. They credited reason for all the achievements made in science and philosophy. They contrasted reason with ignorance, superstition, and uncritical acceptance of authority--all of which they felt had dominated the Middle Ages. They blamed people in authority, particularly the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, for keeping others in ignorance to maintain their own personal power.

6.
What are some of the beliefs of the English philosopher Locke?

Answer:

Locke believed that anyone can reason, providing the capacity is allowed to develop. He therefore emphasized the importance of education and insisted on the right of free speech and on toleration for conflicting ideas.

7.
The ideas of the Age of Reason were taken up as ideals of the American and French revolutions. Explain.

Answer:

The philosophers of the Age of Reason believed that the scientific method could also be applied to the study of human nature. They explored issues in education, law, philosophy, and politics and attacked tyranny, social injustice, superstition, and ignorance. Many of these ideas were taken up as the ideals of the American and French revolutions during the late 1700's when unjust social and political conditions were criticized.

8.
What are some of the characteristics of the literature of the time?

Answer:

The literature of the Age of Reason questioned accepted thinking. Writers portrayed human life as changeable and human understanding as partial. Much of the literature was written with self-consciousness and irony. It called attention to conventions and provoked sceptical awareness. The satire proved a suitable form to express criticism in a literary, rational manner.

9.
What do you know about satire?

Answer:

Satire is the use of irony or sarcasm to attack some form of human behaviour. Most satirists claim they want to expose and reform such human failings as greed or vanity. But some satirists simply seem to enjoy ridiculing human conduct. A great period of satire occurred during the late 1600's and early 1700's in English literature. Most of the important writers of this period wrote brilliant satiric works. Perhaps the greatest work of satire in English is Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels. It was adapted into a children's story, but Swift meant to satirize politics, science, and many other subjects.

10.
Who perfected the art of satire?

Answer:

Two ancient Roman writers, Horace and Juvenal, perfected the art of satire. The gentle mockery of Horace and the bitter savagery of Juvenal have come to represent two of the main kinds of satire--Horatian (mild) and Juvenalian (bitter).

11.
Why do you think was the satire such a popular literary form during the Age of Reason?

Answer:

Satire allows a writer to make full use his intellect (his ‘reason’): it is meant to criticize and instruct. Also, the satire is a literary form which originated from the Classical Age and during the Age of Reason - or, ‘Neoclassical Period’ - the Classics represented the highest ideals in literature and to follow them was the best advice given to any writer.

12.
What is the Age of Reason now criticized for?

Answer:

Today, many beliefs of the Age of Reason seem rather naive. The Age of Reason's optimistic belief in a rational human will has been challenged. In the early 1900's, for example, the Austrian physician Sigmund Freud stated that what we like to consider as "sound reasons" for our actions are only excuses. We act the way we do, Freud said, because of unconscious drives arising from a part of our subconscious mind called the id. We then attribute socially acceptable motives to ourselves to please another part of our subconscious, the superego.

13.
When did the Age of Reason end?

Answer:

The Age of Reason ended long before Marx and Freud attacked its basic beliefs in the 19th and 20th century. Toward the end of the 1700's, a great change in people's outlook occurred. They came to value feeling rather than reason and to prefer passion, individuality, and spontaneity to discipline, order, and control. This change marked the beginning of the Romantic Movement and the end of the Age of Reason.

14.
The Age of Reason, in short.

Answer:

The Age of Reason

· The ancient Classics represent the highest ideals in life, art and literature.

· Motto of the Age of Reason: “knowledge is power”; keywords are discipline, order and control.

· Many scientific discoveries (f.e. by Sir Isaac Newton).

· Growth of capitalism; middle class becomes powerful.

· Growing influence of Parliament: divided in Tories (conservatives) and Whigs (liberals).

· Colonialism.

· Start of the Industrial Revolution.

· Literature: satires are popular (Jonathan Swift!); first novel by Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe (1719).

A Modest Proposal

1. What kind of work is A Modest Proposal ?

Answer:

A Modest Proposal is a political essay. Jonathan Swift published it anonymously. In literary terms it is a satire.

2. Give an explanation of the title.

Answer: 

The title is highly ironic: the narrator proposes to fatten and slaughter the children of the poor when they are one year old and sell them to the rich as food – not a very ‘modest’ plan at all! Also, the narrator only pretends to be ‘modest’ himself. He is, in fact, rather smug because right at the beginning he implies that he deserves a statue for his work.

3. Time:

a. When was A Modest Proposal published?

Answer: 1729.

b. What literary period does it belong to?

Answer: The Age of Reason.

c. Why is A Modest Proposal typical for its time?

Answer: A Modest Proposal is a satire: a very rational piece of work, meant to criticize and instruct, as well as to entertain.

4. Point of perspective:

a. What is the difference between author and narrator, using A Modest Proposal as an example.

Answer:

The author is Jonathan Swift. The narrator is ‘I’ who is created by the author. The narrator proposes to fatten and slaughter the children of the poor and sell them to the rich as food when they are one year old.

b. Another literary term for ‘narrator’ is ‘persona.’ What does the word ‘persona’ mean?

Answer: ‘Persona’ means ‘mask’.

c. Why, do you think, did Swift to use a persona in A Modest Proposal?

Answer: A ‘persona’ enables an author to say whatever he likes in whatever way he pleases without being held accountable personally. A ‘persona’ is often a means to an end. In A Modest Proposal Swift’s narrator is serious about his plan to fatten and slaughter the children of the poor – whereas to Swift, the author, this ridiculous proposal is merely a means to condemn the English for ‘devouring’ or ‘exploiting’ the Irish.

5. Give a character description of the narrator of A Modest Proposal.

Answer:

The narrator of A Modest Proposal is a Protestant who is worried about the poor state his country is in. He is particularly worried about the city he lives in: Dublin. He is a rather smug psychopath, self-confident, crazy, very articulate, totally gaga, calculating, practical in the extreme, rational and completely heartless. And did I mention insane?

6. Contents of A Modest Proposal
a. What is the problem according to the narrator?

Answer:

The problem is one of poverty: according to the narrator there are too many poor people in Ireland. The population is ever growing and the poor are unable to take care of their children. The economic the economic situation of  Ireland is extremely bad.

b. What solution does the narrator offer ?

Answer: The narrator’s solution is to fatten and slaughter the children of the poor when they are one year old and to sell them to the rich as food. This, he coldly and effectively calculates would greatly improve the Irish economy. His plan would make the children ‘beneficial’ to the public and their parents.

c. Name at least 5 advantages that his proposal has according to the narrator.

Answer:

· His solution would improve the economy of Ireland

· His solution would lessen the number of Catholics – whom he holds responsible for the large number of poor people.

· His solution would give poor people something valuable of their own.

· His solution would be good for the catering industry in Ireland.

· His solution would be an incentive to marriage, mothers would take better care of their children and husbands would take better care of their wives.

d. What other solutions to the problem of poverty in Ireland does the narrator mention? Solutions that he claims the Irish have never seriously put into practice. These are in fact Swift’s serious proposals. Here Swift is no longer ironic.

Answer:

The Irish should:

· Force the (English) landlords to pay taxes.

· Use Irish (national) products only.

· Ban anything even remotely resembling foreign luxury.

· Teach the Irish women to be more humble, less vain, less lazy and to stop gambling.

· Become more economical, thrifty and self-disciplined.

· Become more proud of their native country.

· Unite forces.

· Show more strength and dignity.

· Teach the landlords to act more responsibly towards their tenants.

· Teach the shopkeepers to be more honest, hard working and able.

e. Whose solutions are these really?

Answer:

Jonathan Swift’s.

f. Does the narrator of A Modest Proposal stand to gain something personally?

Answer:

No he doesn’t. He claims to have only the best interest of the nation at heart. To prove he has no personal interest the narrator adds that he cannot make money by selling his own children because his own children are all over one year old and his wife cannot bear any more children.

7. Satires are meant to instruct as well as to entertain. What (political) message did Swift try to get across to his readers with A Modest Proposal?

Answer: The fact that the English might as well go ahead and literally consume the Irish because they are already devouring them in a figurative sense, that is, exploiting them. Swift also criticized the Irish themselves for allowing the English to exploit them!

8. What do you think did Swift hope to accomplish with this political essay?

Answer: Swift was deeply concerned about the welfare of the Irish and the behaviour of the English toward Ireland. With A Modest Proposal he wanted to draw the attention to the plight of the Irish people, taking up the cause of the Irish against abuses he saw in British rule. Swift also hoped this outrageous suggestion would shock the Irish people into taking sensible steps to improve their condition. In A Modest Proposal Swift also expressed some of the steps he himself had in mind to accomplish this.

9. Is his essay convincing ? Why (not)?

Answer: That is up to you to decide.

10. What kind of feelings did you experience while reading it? How do you feel about it now?

Answer: Think about this! Be sure to have an opinion in July.

11. Explain what 'satire' is, using A Modest Proposal as an example.

Answer;

Satire is the use of wit, especially irony, sarcasm and ridicule to attack the vices and follies of mankind. In A Modest Proposal, Swift comes up with a ridiculous plan to expose the behaviour of the English toward Ireland.

12. Explain what 'irony' is, using A Modest Proposal as an example.

Answer:

Irony is a type of humour based on using words to suggest the opposite of their literal meaning. Swift often uses irony: the title ‘A Modest Proposal’, for example is ironic – the narrator’s plan is not modest at all and neither is the proposer!

13. What do you know about Jonathan Swift?

Answer:

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745), an English author, He wrote Gulliver's Travels (1726), a masterpiece of comic literature. Swift is called a great satirist because of his ability to ridicule customs, ideas, and actions he considered silly or harmful. His satire is often bitter, but it is also delightfully humorous. Swift was deeply concerned about the welfare and behaviour of the people of his time, especially the welfare of the Irish and the behaviour of the English toward Ireland. Swift was a Protestant churchman who became a hero in Roman Catholic Ireland.

More about Swift’s life:

· Swift was born in Dublin in 1667.

· His parents were of English birth.

· Much to his disappointment he became Dean (head clergyman) in the Anglican Church of Ireland of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin; he would have preferred a church position in England.

· Swift’s skill as a writer became widely known. He is most famous for Gulliver's Travels (1726),

· Swift wrote many articles and pamphlets in defence of Tory policies.

· Swift's health declined in his last years and finally his mind failed. 

· Swift died in 1745. He left his money to start a hospital for the mentally ill, for as he himself stated "ideots & lunaticks" because "No Nation [needed] it so much."

14. Do you like A Modest Proposal? Why (not) ?

Answer:

That is up to you.

15. Do you have other works by Irish authors on your literature list?

Answer:

This question is frequently asked! So BE PREPARED!

16. What is the current political situation in (Northern) Ireland?

Answer:

Be sure to know the latest news on the subject.

The Romantic Period

The Romantic Period

· A period of revolt: American Revolution for Independence (1783) and French revolution (1789).

· Individual rights: Great Reform Act & slavery is abolished.

· Industrial Revolution.

· 1798 – first collection of Romantic poetry called Lyrical Ballads by Wordsworth and Coleridge, its Preface is important.

· First generation of Romantic poets: Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge; Second Generation of Romantic poets: Byron, Keats and Shelley.

· Literature: the Great Age of Poetry – characteristics:

· Nature is central.

· Emotions and the imagination are central.

· We see an idealization of simple country people, labourers and children.

· A renewed interest in the Middle Ages and a revival of the old folk ballads.

· The anti-intellectual attitude led to a fascination for the supernatural.

· A fascination for exotic cultures.

1. Some people feel that the Romantic Period really started in 1789 at the beginning of the French Revolution. What do you know about the French Revolution?

Answer:

The French Revolution brought about great changes in the society and government of France. The revolution, which lasted from 1789 to 1799, also had far-reaching effects on the rest of Europe. It introduced democratic ideals to France but did not make the nation a democracy. However, it ended supreme rule by French kings and strengthened the middle class. After the revolution began, no European kings, nobles, or other privileged groups could ever again take their powers for granted or ignore the ideals of liberty and equality.

The revolution began with a government financial crisis but quickly became a movement of reform and violent change. In one of the early events, a crowd in Paris captured the Bastille, a royal fortress and hated symbol of oppression. A series of elected legislatures then took control of the government. King Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette, were executed. Thousands of others met the same fate in a period called the Reign of Terror. The revolution ended when Napoleon Bonaparte, a French general, took over the government.

2. What did the Romantics rebel against?

Answer:

The Romantics rebelled against the Classicism of the Age of Reason. Classicism contrasts with the philosophy of art and life called Romanticism.

· Classicism is a philosophy of art and life that emphasizes order, balance, and simplicity. Romanticism emphasizes spontaneous action, freedom and full expression.

· Classicism stresses reason and analysis, while Romanticism stresses imagination and the emotions.

· Classicism seeks what is universally true, good, and beautiful. Romanticism seeks the exceptional and the unconventional.

· Classical artists follow formal rules of composition more closely than romantic artists do.

3. What is meant by Romanticism?

Answer:

Romanticism is a style in the fine arts and literature. It emphasizes passion rather than reason, and imagination and intuition rather than logic. Romanticism favours full expression of the emotions, and free, spontaneous action rather than restraint and order. Romanticism is often sympathetic to revolutions in society and art. In all these ways, romanticism contrasts with another style called classicism. The term Romantic Movement refers to the period 1798-1837.

4. Can you think of reasons why poetry was extremely popular during the Romantic Period?

Answer:

Romantics believed in the creative power of the imagination and adopted an intensely personal view of the world. Poetry is a suitable literary form to fully and intuitively express oneself in an imaginative way.

5. Give 5 characteristics of Romantic poetry.

· Nature is central.

· Emotions and the imagination are central.

· We see an idealization of simple country people, labourers and children.

· A renewed interest in the Middle Ages and a revival of the old folk ballads.

· The anti-intellectual attitude led to a fascination for the supernatural.

· A fascination for exotic cultures.

6. Give 5 characteristics of the Romantic Period:

Further growth of…

· capitalism

· the influence of parliament

· colonies (Australia & New Zealand)

· industrialization

· cities

· individual rights (Great Reform Act, slavery is abolished)

Important historical dates:

· 1783 – the loss of American colonies

· 1789 – start of the French Revolution

· 1832 – Great Reform Act: 

· 1834 – slavery abolished in British colonies

7. Name 5 important poets of the First and Second Generation of Romantic poets.

Answer:

First Generation: Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge.

Second Generation: Byron, Shelley and Keats.

8. The first collection of Romantic Poetry:

a. What was it called?

Answer:

Lyrical Ballads (1798)

b. Who wrote it?

Answer:

William Wordsworth and Samuel Coleridge.

c. Why is its Preface particularly significant?

Answer:

Wordsworth's Preface to Lyrical Ballads is almost a handbook for romantic poetry. In it he explained why he wrote in everyday language rather than in the elevated poetic language of such earlier (Neo-Classical) writers as Dryden and Pope. He also discussed why he wanted to write about everyday topics, especially rural, unsophisticated subjects.

d. What part of England are Wordsworth and Coleridge associated with?

Answer:

The Lake District. Wordsworth and Coleridge lived in the scenic Lake District of north-western England and wrote expressively about the beauties of nature.

9. Who were the two greatest novelists of the Romantic Period?

Answer:

The two greatest novelists of the romantic period were Jane Austen and Sir Walter Scott. Austen wrote about middle-class life in small towns and in the famous resort city of Bath. The women in such Austen novels as Pride and Prejudice (1813) and Emma (1816) are known for their independence and wit. Scott wrote novels set in the Scottish Highlands or Edinburgh. His series of books called the Waverley novels are the first truly historical novels in English literature. To some scholars, Scott's death in 1832 marked the end of the Romantic Period.

It’s a Beauteous Evening Calm and Free

1. What kind of poem is this?

Answer:

An Italian or Petrarchan sonnet.

2. Name all characteristics of this type of poetry.

Answer:

The Italian sonnet or Petrarchan sonnet: 

Sir Thomas Wyatt introduced the Italian sonnet into English literature in the Early Renaissance. The Italian poet Petrarch developed the form and is famous for his sonnet to Laura. This type of sonnet is divided into two parts; the first consists of eight lines, the second six. Between the first group, the octave, and the second, the sestet, there is a clear break. The rhyme scheme of the octave is abbacddc; the rhyme scheme of the sestet is variable (efgegf in It’s a Beauteous Evening Calm and Free). Metre: iambic pentameter.

Sonnets (both the Italian and English form) were extremely popular during the Renaissance.

3. Rephrase the line of argument of this Italian sonnet in your own words.

Answer:

The sonnet It’s a Beauteous Evening Calm and Free is about the relation between man and nature. To Wordsworth nature is closely connected to God. In the first part of the poem – the octave -, Wordsworth describes a sunset he witnesses while walking along the Calais beach with his little girl. The poet greatly admires what he sees. The scene evokes a sense of religious awe in him. For example: line 2 ‘The holy time is quiet as a Nun’, the sea has become the ‘mighty Being’ in line 6 and his feeling of reverence is stressed by the words ‘eternal’ (line 7), the rolling of the waves he compares to ‘thunder (line 8) and the word ‘everlastingly’ (line 8).

In the second part of the poem – the sestet – the emphasis is on the little girl walking beside him. In 1792, during one of his stays in France, Wordsworth had fallen in love with a girl named Annet de Vallon, who later bore him a daughter. War between England and France forced him to go home, and it was not until 1802 that he saw his child again. While the poet is silent, impressed by the beauty of the scene, the little girl talks away. This causes Wordsworth to reflect upon the differences between himself and the child beside him. She doesn't seem to notice the sunset and the sea, but he realizes that, in her innocence, the girl is nearer to Nature and to God: ‘God being with thee when we know it not’ (line 14). He saw the process of growing up as a journey away from the light of God.
4. What literary period does this poem belong to?

Answer:

a. Is this poem typical for its time?

Answer:

Yes, it is.

b. Explain.

Answer:

· Nature inspires a feeling of awe in the poet. To Wordsworth, God and nature are closely connected.

· A child plays an important part in the poem: according to Wordsworth she is nearer to nature and to God in her innocence.

5. What do you know about Wordsworth?

Answer:

William Wordsworth (1770-1850) is considered by many scholars to be the most important English romantic poet. Wordsworth and Coleridge collaborated on Lyrical Ballads (1798), a collection of poems often regarded as the beginning of the English Romantic Movement. Wordsworth wrote most of the poems in the book. In the Preface to the second edition, Wordsworth outlined ideas about poetry that have since been identified with romanticism. Wordsworth is associated with the Lake District in England because many of his nature poems were inspired by this part of the country.

6. Do you like this poem? Why (not)?

Answer: That is up to you!

Edgar Allen Poe: 3 short stories

· The Tell-Tale Heart

· The Cask of Amontillado

· The Black Cat

The Tell-Tale Heart, The Black Cat and The Cask of Amontillado

1. Form:

a. What kind of works are these?

Answer:

Short stories.

b. Give a definition.

Answer:

A short story is a short piece of fiction concentrating on only a few characters and one or just a few events.

2. Time:

a. What literary period do they belong to?

Answer:

American Romanticism – Poe showed the dark side of Romanticism.

b. Give reasons why these work are typical for itheir time.

Answer:

The Tell-Tale Heart & The Black Cat:

· Romantics were drawn to emotional and psychological extremes. Both narrators become mad with fury and are afflicted with “perversity”.

The Black Cat

· The romantics were also drawn to the supernatural: f.e. the appearance of the second black cat and its white marking.

The Cask of Amontillado

· This short story takes place in an exotic country – to an American author such as Poe – that is, in Italy.

The Tell-Tale Heart & The Black Cat

& The Cask of Amontillado:

· Individualism (First person narrator).

· Romantics liked Gothic horror stories filled violence, Poe was clearly influenced by these.

· These stories are proof of Poe’s unbounded imagination – a Romantic streak.

c. What is a Gothic novel and what does it have to do with Poe?

Answer:

The Gothic novel featured exotic settings and mysterious or supernatural happenings, which were often violent in nature. These novels were called Gothic because they often took place in gloomy medieval castles. Remember that ‘Gothic’ is a style in architecture common in Western Europe in the 12th to 16th century, characterized by pointed arches and cluster of columns. They were extremely popular during the Roamntic Period.

The Gothic novel influenced the American poet and short-story writer Edgar Allan Poe. Poe adapted these elements in shortened form in the Gothic horror story. He filled his powerful tales with decaying castles, forbidden passions, and guilt-ridden and insane criminals. With "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" (1841), Poe invented the modern detective story.

3. Explain the title.

Answer:

· The Tell-Tale Heart: to "tell tales”, means "to betray". His own heart betrays him . A nice translation would be “het klikkende hart”.

· The Black Cat: the narrator’s pet Pluto is a black cat, the animal that replaces Pluto and ultimately causes his downfall is also a black cat. By the Middle Ages, when notions of witchcraft started running rampant, black cats began to take the rap for everything bad. The black cat was believed to be the mascot or the familiar of witches. If a black cat crossed your path it was a sign that Satan had been taking notice of you. The I-narrator in The Black Cat certainly feels that the devil has him in his grasp! 

· The Cask of Amontillado: Montresor uses a cask of Amontillado as bait to lure Fortunato into his vaults to bury him alive. Remember that a ‘casket’ is a ‘coffin’!

4. Give summaries of all three short stories:

Answer:

The Tell-Tale Heart

The story is a flashback – the narrator probably finds himself either in an asylum or a prison. The narrator admits that he is “nervous” but throughout his tale he tries to convince his reader that he is not mad at all.

The narrator used to live with a rich old man in a big house. One of the old man’s eyes is “a pale blue eye – with a film over it.” This eye becomes an obsession to the narrator and eventually he feels he has no choice but to kill the old man – thus getting rid of this “Evil Eye”. Every night, he enters the old man’s bedroom, waiting for the moment that the eye will provoke him into killing the old man by being open. The 8th night, the old man awakes by the narrator’s chuckle at his own cleverness. The sight of the old man’s Evil Eye drives the narrator into a fury. He imagines hearing the old man’s heart beating as well, and this drives him over the edge. To silence the beating heart and get rid of the eye, he suffocates the old man underneath his mattress. He then calmly dismembers the corpse and hides it underneath the floor.

Three policemen then come knocking at his door because a “shriek had been heard by a neighbour during the night; suspicion of foul play had been aroused.” Completely at ease and extremely confident now that he has gotten rid of the Evil Eye and silenced the beating of the old man’s heart, the narrator takes the police officers all over the house. He even invites them into the old man’s bedroom and sits down for a nice chat. He places his own chair on the spot “beneath which reposed the corpse of the victim.” Soon he regrets this because the beating sound of the old man’s heart returns, even louder than before. The narrator becomes convinced that the three policemen are suspecting him of murder and that they only pretend not to hear the beating heart. It is more than he can bear: “Villains” [he shrieks] “dissemble no more! I admit the deed! – Tear up the planks! Here, here! – It is the beating of his hideous heart!”

a.
The narrator is afraid of being called insane, mad. He tries to convince his reader that he hasn’t lost his senses by making a false connection. Which?

Answer:

The narrator makes a false connection between the functioning of his mind and the functioning of his senses, such as sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. He has lost his senses in a figurative sense: he has become insane), but he his physiscal senses are still functioning – however erratically because he starts hearing things that aren’t there…

b.
Could "vulture eye" also mean "vulture l”? Account for your answer.

Answer:

The narrator (the 1") circles round a future corpse, as a vulture does.

c.
Point out the irony of the old man’s fear for robbers.

Answer:

The old man is afraid of hypothetical dangers from outside, and does not take into account the real danger, coming from inside his house.

The Black Cat

Like the narrator of The Tell-Tale Heart, the narrator of The Black Cat is also convinced that he isn’t mad at all. However, he doesn’t try to convince the reader of this – he knows that his tale sounds crazy. Like The Tell-Tale Heart the story is a flashback: the narrator finds himself in prison: he will be executed the next day and wants to “unburden” his soul to the reader. He hopes that some day someone will be able to give a logical explanation of what has befallen to him.

The narrator informs the reader that he used to be a tenderhearted child – extremely fond of his pets. As an adult he still cherishes the animals he keeps. He marries early and fortunately his wife shares his love for their pets. He has a cat, Pluto, whom he is particularly fond of. Many years pass.

The narrator becomes addicted to alcohol and starts maltreating his animals and his wife. At one point he cuts out one of Pluto’s eyes when he is drunk. In the morning he feels horror and remorse, but in the evening he again picks up the bottle. Pluto starts avoiding him and this provokes “the spirit of perverseness” inside of him. He wants to “do wrong for the wrong’s sake only”. One morning he then hangs Pluto with a noose around his neck to the limb of a tree.

That night their house catches fire and burns to the ground. From that moment onward the narrator “resigns [himself] to despair.” In the morning, a crowd is gathered around the single wall that is still standing. On it “as if graven in bas-relief upon the white surface, the figure of a gigantic cat. […] There [is] a rope about the animal’s neck.” The narrator tries to reason away this extraordinary event. It has shaken him, however. He starts regretting the loss of his animal and starts looking for one of a “somewhat similar appearance.”

One night he finds a cat, which resembles Pluto, in a bar. He takes it home with him. Slowly, he starts hating it. This feeling is intensified by the fact that this cat, like Pluto, has also been deprived of one of its eyes. This cat doesn’t share his feeling of aversion, however. The narrator often longs to destroy it, but the memory of his former crime and the feeling of dread of the animal hold him back.

The narrator becomes increasingly afraid of the cat because it has a mark of white hair on its chest that becomes clearer every day until it is a representation of the gallows. Frightened out of his mind, feeling that he is living a nightmare, the narrator can only think evil thoughts. His outbursts of fury he takes out on his wife.

One day he trips over the cat and, exasperated, he wants to kill it with an axe. His wife tries to stop him and he then murders her instead. He walls up the corpse in the cellar. When he is done, the wall does “not present the slightest appearance of having been disturbed.” His next step is to find the cat and to finally put it to death. The cat, however, is nowhere to be found. A search is instituted for his wife, to no avail of course. The narrator now looks upon his “future felicity as secured.”

The 4th day after the murder, the police come and search his house once more. They also enter the cellar. The narrator feels supremely confident about the “inscrutability of [his] place of concealment.” He even goes as far as to rap heavily on the wall behind which the corpse of his wife is hidden, commenting on the excellent quality of the walls. His pounding is answered by a loud cry from inside the wall. The police officers break it down and find the cat sitting on the head of the corpse, “with extended mouth and solitary eye of fire”. This is how the narrator got “consigned to the hangman”.
a.
Pluto is a telling name. Explain, please.

Answer:

Pluto is the Roman name of Hades, the (god of) the Greek underworld. The narrator will probably end up in the underworld because he has killed Pluto, the cat.

The Cask of Amontillado

Like the two other short stories, The Cask of Amontillado, is told in the first person and, like The Tell-Tale Heart and The Black Cat, it is also a flashback. The big difference between The Cask of Amontillado and the other two stories is that the I-narrator, Montresor, gets away with murder.

The narrator talks about his revenge on one Fortunato who has repeatedly insulted him. He goes about it craftily – Fortunato doesn’t suspect a thing. The narrator uses a weakness he shares with Fortunato: they pride themselves on their connoisseurship in wine.

They meet during the carnival season. The narrator feigns to need advice on a cask of wine: he doesn’t know whether it truly is Amontillado, a rare sherry. Fortunato is drunk and dressed in motley, with a conical cap and bells. The narrator is very confident that Fortunato won’t be able to stop himself after he has mentioned that he wants Luchesi to decide whether he has truly bought a cask of Amontillado, or not. Fortunato doesn’t think highly of Luchesi and he insists on going himself –even though – as the narrator reminds him – the vaults are damp and filled with nitre.

Deep within the vaults there is a niche. Led on by his vanity and contempt for Luchesi, Fortunato enters it and is at once chained to the wall by Montresor. From underneath a pile of bones of his ancestors, Montresor takes out a quantity of building stone and mortar. He also takes out the trowel (which he had shown to Fortunato, jokingly claiming that he too belonged to the brotherhood of Masons) and walls up the entrance of the niche. When he is about to put in the last stone Montresor hesitates – his conscience is troubling him. However, he manages to convince himself that the surroundings make him sick and puts in the last brick.

Montresor has achieved what he wanted: he is still glad after 50 years.
a.
 Explain the irony in the name Fortunato.

Answer:

It means "happy", but he isn't, far from it: his is a horrid fate.

b.
 "I was so pleased to see him [...].” (II. 27, 28). Is Montresor sincere?

Answer:

No in the regular sense, you are pleased to see someone you like.

Yes, because the execution of his plan is now nearing.

c.
Explain the motto Nemo me impune lacessit and its significance for the story.

Answer:

Nobody provokes me with impunity (that is, without being punished). lt is in keeping with the motive of Montresor’s behaviour.

5. What do you know about Poe’s life?

Answer:

· Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)

· He was born in Boston, Massachussetts.

· He worked as an editor on literary magazines, writing stories and poems at the same time.

· By 1845 he had achieved as much fame and recognition as he would ever have in his lifetime.

· The poem "The Raven" became an instant success.

· "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is seen as the first detective story.

· It had been during his work as a literary critic that Poe, unknowingly, made a lifelong enemy: he gave a lukewarm review to the works of one Rufus Wilmot Griswold - who only pretended not to be bothered by it. Poe naively had him named executor of his literary estate. Griswold revenged himself, after Poe's death, by destroying Poe's last work, and by writing in letters and obituaries that Poe was a degenerate and had died drunk. Poe, however, was allergic to alcohol, and probably died from diabetes or a brain tumour.


