Naam:


Programma mondelinge voorbereidingsperiode

vwo Ger / Gwen

1e week (10 juni – 16 juni)

· KOPIE LITERATUURLIJST INLEVEREN!

· Literature list assignment:

a. Place all the works on your literature list OTHER THAN YOUR MODERN LITERATURE in the correct literary period.

b. Why are the works on your literature list typical for their time? Write down these time related characteristics for each work.

· On Reading Poetry, Novels and Drama

· Chronology of the Literary History of England

· The Classical Age

· Background the Celts & Irish Mythology and The Children of Lir
· The Old English Period & the Middle English Period

· Geoffrey Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

2e week (17 juni – 23 juni)
· Geoffrey Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales:

· The General Prologue

· The Merchant’s Prologue + Tale

· The Pardoner’s Prologue + Tale

· The Retraction

· The Renaissance

· William Shakespeare & Richard III
· Renaissance poetry - To His Coy Mistress
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

3e week (24 juni – 30 juni)

· The Age of Reason

· A Modest Proposal
· The Romantic Period

· Romantic Poetry: It’s a Beauteous Evening Calm and Free
· Edgar Allen Poe: 3 short stories

· The Tell-Tale Heart

· The Cask of Amontillado

· The Black Cat
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

4e week (1 juli – 7 juli)

· The Victorian Age

· Pelleas and Ettarre
· The Modern Period

· Heart of Darkness
· Modern Poetry: A Martian Sends a Postcard Home
· Vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

5e week (8 juli – 14 juli)

Generale repetitie van het Mondelinge Staatsexamen: overhoring van je hele literatuurlijst – alle klassikaal & zelfstandig gelezen werken + achtergronden.

Mondelinge staatsexamens: 15 t/m 27 juli

Study questions to State Exams June/July 2002

On Reading Poetry, Novels and Drama

1. What is poetry?

Answer: A form of creative writing in verse form, especially one expressing deep feeling or noble thought in beautiful language; composed with the desire to communicate an experience. Poetry usually contains rhyme and/or metre.

2. What is a novel?

Answer: A long piece of prose, which tells a story about either imaginary or historical characters.

3. What is drama?

Answer: Plays for the theatre; enacted on a stage, in front of a live audience.

On Reading Poetry

1. What do you have to pay close attention to when you are reading a poem? (2 things)

Answer: Content (what poets say) and form (how poets say it).

2. Why are dictionary meanings far less important in poetry than in prose?

Answer: In poetry words can have several meanings packed into one. Readers can have their own interpretation of a poem, while a newspaper article for example – which is written in prose – is generally not open to different interpretations.

3. A poem appeals to both your ………., and your ………. .

Answer: Your thought (head) and your emotions (heart).

4. Define:

a. Verse

Answer: Poetry.

b. Rhyme

Answer: Sameness of sound.

c. Metre

Answer: The rhythm of a line of verse.

5. Why is reading poetry a creative activity?

Answer: Every reader has his/her own interpretation of a poem.

On Reading Novels

1. Define: Prose

Answer: Text without metre and rhyme; for example: novels and newspaper articles are written in prose.

2. In the Middle Ages ....

a. people usually told each other stories in ……. .

Answer: Verse.

b. Why?

Answer: In the Middle Ages literature was passed on word by mouth because the majority of people was not able to read and stories in verse were easier to remember.

3. The art of printing...

a. When was the art of printing first introduced in England?

Answer: 1477.

b. By whom?

Answer: William Caxton.

c. Why was it such an important invention?

Answer: The printing press played a crucial role in the revival of learning at the beginning of the Renaissance. After 1477 it became possible to spread ideas over a large area, at a low cost and relatively quickly.

d. What invention of our time is comparable in its revolutionary impact on society?

Answer: The Internet.

4. Define:

a. Theme

Answer: The subject of a novel/play/poem.

b. Plot

Answer: A series of events connected through cause and effect.

c. Flat character

Answer: ‘Types’- the reader doesn’t know much about them.

d. Round character

Answer: ‘Individuals’ – the reader does know a lot about them.

e. character development

Answer: Changes in personality of a character in a novel/play/poem – whether positive or negative.

f. omniscient narrator

Answer: The all-knowing narrator – the narrator (in this case the author) does not partake in the story and knows all about the characters and the events; readers do not question this.

5. Points of perspective:

a. What is a point of perspective?

Answer: Through whose eyes a reader is ‘looking at’ a story.

b. Name 3 points of perspective (or ‘points of view’)

Answer: Novelists can choose different perspectives from which the story is told to the reader. For example: 

1) Omniscient perspective (in the third person – he, she, it, they).

2) Changing point of view (usually in the third person – he, she, it, they).
3) Limited point of view (usually in the first person).

c. Which 2 perspectives are most commonly used in novels?

Answer: The omniscient point of view in the third person and the limited point of view in the first person (the ‘I-narrator’).

d. What’s the difference between ‘author’ and ‘narrator’?

Answer: The author is the writer of, for example, a novel. The narrator is the person who tells the story. The author and narrator are not always the same person because an author can invent a narrator! This is what Geoffrey Chaucer does in his Canterbury Tales.

On Reading Drama

1. What does the word “drama” mean

a.  in Greek?

Answer: Action.

b.  in Dutch?

Answer: Toneel.

2. Why is drama not a purely literary art?

Answer: Not only the text written by the playwright is needed perform a play, but also a director, actors, stage management, musicians and so on.

3. What's a playwright?

Answer: The author of a play.

4. What are the 2 pillars of drama? Explain.

Answer: Action (what the actors do on stage) and dialogue (what the actors say).

5. Name 4 limitations of playwrights when you compare their work to that of novelists.

Answer:

1) Limitation of time

A playwright has to take into account that the performance of a play can only last a relatively short amount of time (even though the story can cover centuries in a play as well, of course!).

2) Limitation of place

A playwright is limited to the number of square metres available on stage in a theatre; changes in scenery are also a lot more difficult (due to the limitation of time and description also).

3) Limitation of character

Only a few characters in a play can be fully developed- due to the limitation of time; also the number of characters a playwright can introduce is relatively small -due to the limitation of place.

4) Limitation of description

Unlike novelists, playwrights cannot give direct descriptions of characters and events: they have to let the actors’ dialogue and actions do all the work. Playwrights have to show everything on stage.

6. What are plays written in?

Answer: In verse or prose (or a combination of both).

7. There are 3 types of drama.

a) Which?

Answer:

1) Tragedies

2) Comedies

3) Historical plays

b) Give a definition of each.

Answer:

Tragedy

A play in which the main character dies in the end because of a flaw in his/her character.

Comedy

A light-hearted play, intended to make people laugh – it contains a happy end (usually a marriage).

Historical play

A play set before the birth of the playwright, which contains real people and/or events.

c) Give an example of Shakespearean drama for each category.

Answer:

Tragedies: Hamlet, Macbeth, and King Lear.

Comedies: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, All About Nothing, Twelfth Night.

Historical plays: King John, Henry VII, and Richard III.

Chronology of the Literary History of England

1.
When was Ancient Greece?

Answer: 800 BC – 150 BC.

2. When was Ancient Rome?

Answer: 500 BC – 450 AD.

3. Who was the most famous author of the Classical Age? Which works is he most famous for?

Answer:

Homer (8th century BC): an ancient Greek epic poet.

His famous works: The Iliad – about the Troy War

& The Odyssey – about the return of the war hero Odysseus.

4. What does the word ‘philosophy’ mean?

Answer:

The word ‘philosophy’ is a combination of two Greek words:

‘philo’ means ‘love’ in Greek

‘sophia’ means ‘wisdom’ in Greek

‘philosophy’ therefore means ‘love for wisdom’.

5. Name 3 of the greatest Ancient Greek philosophers in chronological order.

Answer:
- Socrates (469 – 399 BC) 
– 5th century BC

- Plato (427 – 347)

_ 5th/4th century BC

- Aristotle (384 – 322 BC)
_ 4th century BC

6.  Aristotle defined the rules for a Classical play. What are they?

Answer: The ideal play Aristotle believed to be a Tragedy: a play in which the main character dies in the end, because of a flaw in his character. This death was supposed to lead to a catharsis (a ‘cleansing of the soul’) experienced by the audience.

A Classical play was supposed to have:

· 5 Acts and

· Three Unities (of time, place and action)

7. Name all literary periods in English literary history ( + dates).

Answer:

450-1066 Old English Period / Anglo-Saxon Period

1066-1500 Middle English Period

1500-1660 Renaissance: The Great Age of Drama
1660-1798 The Age of Reason / The Augustan Age / Rationalism

1798-1837 The Romantic Period: The Great Age of Poetry
1837-1901 The Victorian Age: The Great Age of the Novel
1901/1918-now
The Modern Age

8. What period is also called: “The Great Age of Drama”?

Answer: The Renaissance.

9. What period is also called: “The Great Age of Poetry”?

Answer: The Romantic Period.

10. What period is also called: “The Great Age of the Novel”?

Answer: The Victorian Age.

11. Explain the starting points for each literary period.

Answer:

The Old English Period:

450- A milestone in English history: the end of the Roman Empire in Western Europe - the Roman armies withdrew and left England unprotected and Germanic Tribes consequently invaded the country.

The Middle English Period:

1066 -William of Normandy (Northern France) conquered England, which brought about many changes in English society; that is why 1066 is seen as a milestone.

Renaissance:

1500- A number of significant events took place around 1500 that helped shape man’s outlook on himself and the world around him relatively quickly:

1) 1453 – The fall of Constantinople (- now Istanbul): scholars fled to Western Europe and reintroduced the ability to read ancient Greek and brought with them many Classical works.

2) 1477 – The introduction of the printing press by William Caxton in England: it became possible to spread ideas over a large area, at a low cost and relatively quickly – crucial to the revival of learning at the end of the Middle Ages.

3) 1492 – The discovery of America by Christopher Columbus – the discovery of the ‘New World’ literally and figuratively broadened people’s horizons.

The Age of Reason

1660 – The restoration of the monarchy. In 1660, Charles II ascended the throne after 11 years of strict Puritan (Protestant) rule under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell. During this period in English history the theatres were closed because the Puritans believed theatrical entertainment encouraged sinful behaviour.

The Romantic Period

1798 – William Wordsworth and Samuel Coleridge published Lyrical Ballads, the first collection of ‘romantic poetry’. In its Preface, Wordsworth informed his readers that he wanted to break with the neo-classical literary tradition of the Age of Reason: he wanted to start writing a new type of poetry in which he placed nature at the centre of attention, while Coleridge focused on the supernatural in his poetry.

Some people argue that 1789 is a more appropriate starting point for the Romantic Period: the start of the French Revolution. Certainly, Romantic poets in England were inspired by the ideals of freedom, brotherhood and equality for all – and later on disillusioned by the fact that it ended in violence.

The Victorian Age

1837 – Queen Victoria ascends the throne.

The Modern Period

1901 – Queen Victoria dies, Edward VII (of the House of Windsor) ascends the throne.

1918 – the end of the First World War. Many people feel the end of the First World War is a more appropriate milestone to mark the end of the Victorian Age, rather than Queen Victoria’s death. Literature was greatly influenced by the rapid economic, social, political and technological changes after the First World War, and even more so after the Second World War.

12.
Give at least 5 characteristics for each literary period.

The Old English/Anglo-Saxon Period

· The period is named after Germanic tribes (the Angles and Saxons) that ruled England after the Roman armies withdrew.

· By 700 AD England is converted to Christianity.

· In the 8th century Scandinavian Vikings raid coastal areas.

· In 871 the Anglo-Saxon king Alfred defeated the Vikings.

· Literature: oral tradition, anonymous, epics (f.e. Beowulf), alliteration, no end rhyme.

The Middle English Period

· God-centred society, the Church is the most powerful institution.

· Dogmatic belief (the Church decides in matters of science).

· Memento Mori = medieval motto.

· Collective attitude (instead of Renaissance individual attitude).

· In the 11th/12th century the Norman French rule England.

· 12th century: the Crusades, 14th century: Black Death.

· Oral tradition.

· 1477: William Caxton prints first book in England.

· The Canterbury Tales and Le Morte d’Arthur are among the first books printed in England.

· Ballads, Miracle and Morality plays; Courtly Love tradition; Bible is translated into English; Geoffrey Chaucer and his Canterbury Tales.
The Renaissance

· Renaissance means ‘rebirth’: rebirth of the ideas and ideals of ancient Greece and Rome.

· Renaissance starts in Italy in the 14th century.

· Man-centred outlook (instead of medieval God-centred outlook).

· Critical investigation (instead of medieval dogmatic belief).

· Carpe Diem = Renaissance motto.

· Individual attitude (instead medieval collective attitude).

· Voyages of discovery.

· Start of colonialism.

· William Shakespeare: the Great Age of Drama; 1576 – the first theatre is built in London.

The Age of Reason

· The Classics represent the highest ideals in life, art and literature.

· Many scientific discoveries (f.e. by Sir Isaac Newton).

· Growth of capitalism; middle class becomes powerful.

· Growing influence of Parliament: divided in Tories (conservatives) and Whigs (liberals).

· Colonies.

· Start of the Industrial Revolution.

· Literature: satires are popular (Jonathan Swift!); first novel by Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe (1719).

The Romantic Period

· A period of revolt: American Revolution for Independence (1783) and French revolution (1789).

· Individual rights: Great Reform Act & slavery is abolished.

· Industrial Revolution.

· 1798 – first collection of Romantic poetry called Lyrical Ballads by Wordsworth and Coleridge, its Preface is important.

· First generation of Romantic poets: Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge; Second Generation of Romantic poets: Byron, Keats and Shelley.

· Literature: the Great Age of Poetry – characteristics:

· Nature is central.

· Emotions and the imagination are central.

· We see an idealization of simple country people, labourers and children.

· A renewed interest in the Middle Ages and a revival of the old folk ballads.

· The anti-intellectual attitude led to a fascination for the supernatural.

· A fascination for exotic cultures.

The Victorian Age

· Industrial Revolution.

· Imperialist expansion.

· Political reform: the miserable working conditions led to the demand of social reform. The result was a number of Reform Bills which dealt with:

· the extension of vote to middle- and working class men.

· child labour.

· a reduction of working hours.

· basic education.

· The Disappearance of God: people started questioning the idea of a seven-day divine creation of Adam and Eve. Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species (1859) greatly contributed to this discussion.

·  The Woman Question (dealt with women’s rights).

·  The Great Age of the Novel: f.e. Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters.

The Modern Period

· 1914 – 1918 First World War.

· 1939 – 1945 Second World War.

· We see a decrease in:

· the power of the British Empire.

· trade and industry in England.

· Prosperity.

· the belief in progress.

· the belief in absolute moral values.

· We see an increase in:

· the power of trade unions.

· the power of socialism.

· the emancipation of the working class and women (suffragettes).

· technological possibilities.

· moral and financial insecurity.

· the belief in man as an irrational being (Freud).

·  We see a change towards a more international literature: the main writers at the beginning of the century were not born Englishmen but foreigners. In prose: James Joyce (an Irishman), Joseph Conrad (a Pole) and Henry James (an American).

The Fate of the Children of Lir, or The Four White Swans
1a)
Who were the original inhabitants of Britain?

Answer: The Celts

b)
When did they spread to the British Isles?

Answer: 500 BC

c) Describe their early society.

Answer: Tribal communities, small rural statements, three social classes: aristocrats, a learned class and the common people; polytheism (belief in many gods) / a pagan religion

d) Where was the oldest known evidence of their existence found?

Answer: In Halstatt, near Salzburg in Austria

e) And when?

Answer: 700 BC

f) They were one of the first peoples to produce ………… .

Answer: Iron.

g) Where does our information about them come from?

Answer: Roman and Greek authors; archaeological findings.

2a)
Under whose rule did they live between 300 BC – 450 AD in Britain?

Answer: Roman rule

b)
Under whose rule did they live during the Old English Period? (2 groups)

Answer: Germanic tribes: the Angles, Saxons and the jutes; the (Scandinavian) Vikings

c)
In which areas did they manage to preserve their own culture?

Answer: Ireland, Scotland, Wales, South West England and Brittany (France).

3a)
What is their language called?

Answer: Gaelic

b) What do you know about this language?

Answer: Gaelic language, pronounced GAY lihk, belongs to the Celtic branch of the Indo-European family of languages. The Gaels introduced it to Ireland from central Europe. Irish colonists took it to Scotland about 500 AD.

Irish and Scottish Gaelic shared a common written form for centuries. From about 700 to 1000 AD, Irish authors wrote many poems, romances, sagas, and heroic tales in Gaelic. Beginning in the 900's, Irish and Scottish Gaelic developed as separate spoken languages. Spoken Irish began to split into dialects after 1200, the main ones being Munster, Connacht and County Donegal. In the 1500's, the first major texts in Scottish Gaelic appeared. Scottish Gaelic literature is rich in poetry. 

Invaders from England tried to impose the English language upon the Irish and Scots beginning in the 1100's. By 1800, Gaelic speakers were in the minority in Scotland. By 1851, only about one-fourth of the population of Ireland spoke Gaelic. However, since the late 1800's, Irish and Scottish authors have revived the tradition of writing in Gaelic. In 1922, Irish, the Gaelic spoken in Ireland, became the official language of that country. It is the only Celtic language to receive full state recognition and support. Today, both Irish and English are official languages of Ireland. About 30 percent of the people of Ireland can speak Irish. About 80,000 people in Scotland speak Gaelic.

c) What is their form of writing during the early centuries of the Christian era called?

Answer: Ogam

4a)
Who brought Christianity to Ireland?

Answer: St. Patrick

b) And when?

Answer: 432 AD

c) What do you know about St. Patrick?

Answer: St Patrick was born in Britain, brought to Ireland as a slave by pagan Irish. He escaped to France, became a priest, returned to Ireland in 432 AD as a Christian missionary and he converted Ireland with spectacular success. He became Ireland’s patron (= guardian) saint: March 17th is still celebrated as St. Patrick’s Day.

d) What religion did Christianity replace?

Answer: Polytheism; pagan religions (as opposed to Christian religion).

5a)
When was the Golden Age of Irish literature?

Answer: 700 – 1000 AD

b) What kind of works made up a major part of early Irish literature?

Answer: Poems, romances, sagas, and heroic tales.

c) Into which three cycles do scholars classify three groups of related stories in Celtic mythology?

Answer: 1) the mythological cycle, 2) the Ulster cycle, 3) the Fenian cycle

d) Describe the contents of each cycle.

Answer: 1) the mythological cycle: the oldest cycle, preserved in the Lebor Gabala (the Book of Conquests), describes the early settlement of Ireland through a successful of invasions by 5 supernatural races; the most important of these were the Dedannans.

2) The Ulster cycle: centres around the adventures of Cuchulainn, a great Irish hero who can be considered a demi-god; set in time probably around the time of Christ.

3) The Fenian cycle: describes the deeds of the hero Finn MacCool; the central characters are human; some scholars believe the events of the Fenian cycle may reflect the political and social conditions of Ireland during the AD 200’s.

e) Into which cycle would you place “The Fate of the Children of Lir”?

Answer: the mythological cycle.

f) And why?

Answer: The Dedannans, who are central characters in the story, belong to the mythological race.

6a)
What are the names of the 5 supernatural races that invaded Ireland before Roman rule who were also the first settlers according to Irish mythology?

Answer: 

1) Parthalon and his people

2) Nemed and his people

3) The Firbolgs (the Fomoirans)

4) The Dedannans

5) The Milesians

b) Give a reason why 2 races of divinities – the Children of Don and the Children of Lir, which resemble the Dedannans, also appear in Welsh mythology.

Answer: Irish Celts migrated to Wales.

7) Around which Celtic, legendary King do many Welsh romances centre?

Answer: King Arthur

8a)
What kind of story is “The Fate of the Children of Lir”?

Answer: an ancient Celtic romance.

b) What form did this type of literature usually take in Ireland?

Answer: Verse set in prose.

c) What were some of its most common themes?

Answer: Human emotions such as love, hate, grief; divine characters; loyalty, honour and betrayal.

d) What language was “The Fate of the Children of Lir” originally told/written?

Answer: Gaelic

e) What tradition was it originally part of?

Answer: Oral tradition

9a)
When does the story “The Fate of the Children of Lir” start in time?

Answer: Third century BC (ca. 250 BC)

b) How much time does the story cover?

Answer: Around 900 years.

c) Give arguments to support your answer.

Answer: The children spent 300 years on Lake Darva, 300 years on the Sea of Moyle and 300 years on the Western Sea (around Irros Domnann and Inis Glora) = 900 years; St. Patrick came to Ireland as a missionary in 432 AD; Decca and Largnen were two well-known historical characters who ruled in the 7th century.

SO: ca. 650 AD – 900 years = 250 BC (= 3rd century BC)

d) What does the answer to question 9b) tell you about the Dedannans?

Answer: The Dedannans were demi-gods / semi-immortals.

e) Who arranged the story “The Fate of the Children of Lir”, after hearing it himself?

Answer: Ebric, a young man who befriended the swans at Innis Glora.

10a)
What are the names of the main characters?

Answer: Bove Derg, Lir, Eve, Finola, Aed, Ficra, Con, Eva, St. Kemoc, King Largnen and Queen Decca.

b) Give a character description of each.

Answer:

Bove Derg: Dedannan king, a patient and honourable man

Lir: quick-tempered and ambitious, a loving father

Eve: foster daughter of Bove Derg, loving mother

Finola: serious, responsible, brave girl, twin sister to Aed

Aed, Ficra & Con (twins also): Finola’s brothers, two-dimensional / flat characters – not much to tell about them

Eva: Lir’s third wife, Bove Derg’s second foster daughter; at first she is loving and kind, later on she becomes vindictive and resentful.

St. Kemoc: a kind Christian priest

King Largnen: quick-tempered and under his wife’s thumb

Queen Decca: selfish, greedy and dominant

c) Give a summary of the story.

Answer: A summary of the story:

The Dedannans decide that it is better for them to have one king over all, than to be divided serving sundry lords and princes. The Dedannan Chiefs select Bove Derg as King. Lir of Shee Finnaha takes offence at this, however, and leave immediately. Bove Derg is reluctant to go after Lir with spear and sword because he knows Lir to be a good man and because they used to be friends. Matters remain like this for a long time.

Then Lir’s wife dies after an illness. King Bove Derg offers him one of his foster daughters in marriage. Lir accepts his offer and hereby proves himself willing to submit to the new king in making this alliance. Lir chooses Bove Derg’s oldest foster daughter Eve. Eve gives birth to two children: a daughter- Finola and a son- Aed. A second time she brings forth twins: two sons called Ficra and Con. Unfortunately, she dies giving birth to them. Lir is distraught, but his great love for his young children eases his pain somewhat.

King Bove Derg then offers Lir his second foster daughter in marriage: Eva. Lir gladly accepts. At first, all is well. Eva loves her sister’s children dearly. Apparently, they are such marvellous children that all the Dedannans, especially their King, cherish them.

Slowly, however, Eva’s love turns to jealousy. One day she takes the children of Lir with her to visit Bove Derg. Finola is reluctant to go because it was revealed to her in a dream that Eva is bent on harming her and her brothers.

Along the shore of Lake Darva, Eva orders her attendants to kill the children, but they refuse. She then tries to kill them herself, but doesn’t have the courage to do so. She then curses them.

Eva’s Curse:

The children of Lir are changed into 4 white swans. First of all, they are forced to remain on

1) Lake Darva (somewhere in the South) for 300 years

2) The Sea of Moyle (between Ireland and Scotland) for 300 years

3) Irros Domnann and Inis Glora (on the Western Sea) for 300 years

Secondly, they are to remain swans:

· Until the union of Largnen (prince of the North) with Decca (princess of the South): these were well-known historical personages who flourished in the 7th century.

· Until the Taillkenn (Saint Patrick) has come to Erin bringing the light of a pure faith; in 432 AD.

· Until they hear the voice of the Christian bell; i.e. until the conversion of the whole of Ireland.

Eva repents her curse even while she’s pronouncing it, therefore:

· She allows them to keep their Gaelic speech.

· She gives them the ability to sing the most beautiful music which excels all the music of the world.

· She also prevents them from feeling grief on account of being in the shape of swans.

Bove Derg and Lir soon find out what Eva has done. Furious, Dove Berg changes Eva into what she herself most dreads to be transformed into: a demon of the air- for evermore.

For 300 years, the Dedannans and the Milesians spend time along the shore of Lake Darvra in the South of Ireland. The children are almost as happy as they used to be. After 300 years they leave to stay on the Sea of Moyle- the sea between Ireland and Scotland in the North East. A law is made that no one should kill a swan in Erin from that time forth.

On the Sea of Moyle the children of Lir suffer hardships such as tempests, frost, loneliness and lack of food. Finola tries to take care of her brothers as best she can. One day a group of horsemen arrives on the shore – they are the sons of Bove Derg and their attendants. The Dedannans are delighted to find out that the children of Lir are still alive. They want them to come and visit their father at Shee Finnala, to celebrate the Feast of Age. However, it is not permitted to the children of Lir to stay away from the sea of Moyle.

After they have fulfilled their term on the sea of Moyle, they fly to Irros Domnann and Innis Glora on the Western Sea. Again their hardships are renewed and their sufferings are very similar to those on the sea of Moyle. One night the brothers can’t bear it any longer. Finola tries to console them but loses heart herself. After a while, she tells them to “to believe in the great and splendid God of truth...to put [their] trust in Him.’’ After the 4 children of Lir have professed their belief in Him, the Lord of Heaven sends them help and protection. Neither cold, nor tempests molest the children of Lir from that time forth.

After having completed their time at Irros Domnam, the children decide to visit their father and their people. Much to their dismay they find the home of their forefathers ruined and deserted. Everyone has died. They return to the West to complete their appointed time on Inis Glora.

Then Holy Patrick comes to Erin with the pure faith. Eventually, Saint Kemoc starts ringing church bells. At first the children of Lir are frightened by the sound of church bells ringing, but Finola soon realises that the end of their suffering is now near.

Saint Kemoc has come in search of the children of Lir. He is very happy to have found them. He tells them that they are destined to be freed from their enchantment at Inis Glora. Saint Kemoc takes the swans into his house and places them under his care. They live with him, listening to his instructions day by day and joining in his devotions.

At that time Largnen and Decca rule – the same King and Queen whom Eva spoke of in her prophesy many ages before. Queen Decca wants King Largnen to bring her the swans because she wants to have them for herself. At first her husband refuses to ask Kemoc to give the swans to him. Decca becomes indignant and declares that she won’t sleep another night in the palace until Largnen has obtained the swans for her- she takes off immediately for her father’s home.

Largnen sends messengers after her, asking her to return and promising that he will try to procure the swans. Kemoc, however, refuses to hand them over to King Largnen. At this, Largnen becomes very angry and sets out himself for the cleric’s house. In his anger King Largnen seizes the swans from the altar and heads for the door of the church. Outside, the white feathery robes fade and disappear and the swans regain their human shape. Finola is transformed into an extremely old woman and the three sons into feeble old men, white-haired, bony and wrinkled. King Largnen leaves, scared out of his mind.

The children of Lir then ask Kemoc to baptise them without delay, because they feel death is near. Finola asks him to bury her and her brothers the ancient Celtic way: standing up in their grave. After they are baptised, they die immediately. Kemoc sees a vision of 4 lovely children with light, silvery wings and faces all radiant with joy.

Kemoc sees to it that the children of Lir are buried as Finola had directed- Conn at her right hand, Ficra at her left and Aed standing before her face. In death, as in life, Finola is protective of her brothers. Saint Kemoc also raises a grave mound over them, placing a tomb stone on it, with their names engraved in Ogam.

11a)
What spiritual development is central to the story?

Answer: The children’s conversion to Christianity.

b) We see a gradual change in the Children’s religious convictions: find evidence for this change in the story.

Answer: First they refer to the coming of St. Patrick / Christianity as a ‘day of Doom’. In the end they call on God and ask for His help and when they profess they truly believe in Him, they are saved from further harm. Still, it is important to note that Finola asks a Christian priest to bury her the pagan (ancient Celtic) way and her wish is granted.

12a)
Did you like this ancient Celtic romance?

b)
Why (not)?

The Old English Period

1. Who were the first inhabitants of Britain?

Answer: The Celts.

2. Why do we take the 5th century AD as the beginning of the English nation?

Answer: 450- A milestone in English history: the end of the Roman Empire - the Roman armies withdrew and left England unprotected and Germanic Tribes consequently invaded the country.

3. Who are the ancestors of the English people?

Answer: Germanic tribes: the Angles, Saxons and the Jutes.

4. Which groups invaded England, in chronological order, between 1 AD-1100 AD?

Answer:

1) The Romans

2) The Anglo-Saxons

3) (Scandinavian) Vikings

4) The Normans (from Northern France)

5.  Explain the name ‘England’.

Answer: England was named after one group of Germanic invaders, the ancestors of the Modern English: the Angles.

6. What was meant by the ‘Danelaw’?

Answer: The area controlled by the (Scandinavian) Vikings – who came, in part, from Denmark (hence the name).

7. The oral tradition:

a. Give a definition

Answer: Literature that was passed on word by mouth, not written down.

b. Why was there such a strong oral tradition in the Middle Ages?

Answer: In the Middle Ages the majority of people was illiterate. Books were also very expensive because monks copied them by hand. For entertainment people told each other stories. There were even professional singers/story tellers at the time.

c. What were these medieval professional singers /story tellers called? And what do you know about them?

Answer:

Minstrel is a term most broadly used to refer to professional entertainers who flourished in Europe during the Middle Ages. Minstrels were chiefly singers and musicians, but many were also storytellers, jugglers, clowns, and tumblers. These wandering performers were known by different names in different countries. They were called troubadours in France and bards in Ireland. The early English minstrel was called a scop.

Some minstrels belonged to the households of kings and nobles. Some travelled about and gave entertainments at the castles along their way.  Sometimes they entertained the village folk. The minstrels often made up their own songs and stories as they entertained. But they also repeated ballads and folk tales of the time, thus helping to preserve them. The minstrels began to die out by the late 1400's. The printing press eventually replaced the storytellers.

8. Give some characteristics of Anglo-Saxon or Old English poetry (4) with regard to both content and form.

Answer: Content: poetry about kings and heroes, grim fighting, honour, war.

Form: no end-rhyme, but alliteration and no metre; epics were popular. An epic is long narrative poem, which describes the adventures and great deeds of a hero who is the central figure.

9. What's the title of a long, epic poem from the Old English Period, which retells a Danish legend – one of the few literary works of that time that was written down?

Answer: Beowulf.

The poem describes the adventures of Beowulf, a mighty warrior who has the qualities most admired by the Anglo-Saxons-strength: courage, loyalty, and generosity. Beowulf goes to the aid of the Danish king, whose royal hall has been repeatedly raided by a savage monster named Grendel. Beowulf kills Grendel and later slays the monster's fearsome mother. In his final battle, Beowulf kills a fire-breathing dragon, but he himself is fatally wounded. The poem ends with a description of Beowulf's funeral.

The Middle English Period

1. What happened in 1066?

Answer: In 1066 the Anglo-Saxon Harold proclaimed himself King after his brother–in-law Edward the Confessor died childless, leaving the throne vacant. However, Edward’s distant cousin William Duke of Normandy (Northern France) claimed Edward had promised him the throne while he was living in France in exile before becoming King. William of Normandy crossed the English Channel and defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings.
2. Why do we take 1066 as the starting point of the Middle English Period?

Answer: 1066 - William of Normandy (Northern France) conquered England, which brought about many changes in English society; that is why it is seen as a milestone in English history.

3. For what purpose was the Bayeux tapestry made?

Answer: 

1) To tell the story of the Norman French conquest of England to the people and 

2) To justify it: to show the French people that William of Normandy had a right to the English throne.

4. Name at least 4 changes resulting from the Norman Conquest.

Answer: 

1) The Norman French became the ruling class in England.

2) French became the language of government and culture; the Normans greatly influenced the English language.

3) The Normans contributed much to English literature and architecture.

4) William the Conqueror organized the country along the lines of Feudalism.

5. Give a definition of the term ‘feudalism’.

Answer:

Feudalism is the general term used to describe the political and military system of Western Europe during the Middle Ages. At that time, there was no strong central government and little security, but feudalism fulfilled the basic need for justice and protection.

Feudalism was mainly a political and military system. Both the lord and his subjects, called vassals, were aristocrats. The lord gave vassals land in return for military and other services. The lord and the vassals were bound through ceremonies and oaths to be faithful to each other and to observe their obligations.

6.  Three languages were spoken in the Middle English Period in England:

a. Which?

Answer:

1) French.

2) (Middle) English.

3) Latin.

b. And by whom?

Answer:

1) French: by the ruling class / the Nobility.

2) (Middle) English: the common people.

3) Latin: the Clergy .

7. Explain why Middle English greatly differs from Old English.

Answer: Middle English:

 The French-influenced language of England between 1066-1500 is now called Middle English. After the Norman French Conquest, many of the members of the upper class in England learned Norman French because they wanted influence and power. The use of French words eventually became fashionable in England. The English borrowed thousands of these words and made them part of their own language.

Answer: Old English

Old English was mainly a mixture of the Germanic languages of the Angles, Jutes, and Saxons. Old English resembles modern German more than it does modern English. Old English had many inflections, as does modern German, and its word order and pronunciation resembled those of modern German.

The vocabulary of Old English was chiefly Germanic, though some words came from the language of the Celts. The Germanic people had learned some Latin words while they lived on the European continent. These people brought some of those words to the British Isles and added them to Old English. More Latin words were added during the 500's and the 600's, when Christianity spread in England.  

During the late 800's, Viking invaders from Denmark and Norway settled in northeast England. As a result, many words from Scandinavian languages became part of Old English.

a) What literary tradition did the French introduce?

Answer: The Courtly Love tradition.

b) Give a definition of this literary tradition.

Answer: Originally from the South of France, introduced in England by troubadours (minstrels) in the 11th/12th century; in it love had become a pseudo-religion for aristocrats: the knight worshipped his cold, distant and cruel lady according to elaborate etiquette – he was her humble and unhappy servant, pining away for her love. The knight's plea that the lady answer his love was often expressed in feudal terms such as a vassal might use in begging a favour from his lord. The lady usually remained unapproachable.

c) What did the French introduce with regard to literary form? (2)

Answer:

1) End-rhyme.

2) Metre.

d) What were three of the most popular literary genres of the Middle English Period?

Answer:

1) Romances.

2) Ballads.

3) Miracle and Morality plays.

e) Give a definition of each.

Answer:

Romance: A courtly love story in verse and/or prose, usually set at King Arthur’s Court.

Ballads: A ballad is a short narrative poem originally meant to be sung. Ballads are one of the oldest forms of poetry and one of the oldest kinds of music. In the Middle Ages, singing poets called minstrels wandered over Europe, performing ballads in castles and villages.

Miracle play: Dramatized stories from the Bible and the lives’ of Saints.

Morality Play: A dramatized sermon.

f) Around which legendary King were Romances often centred?

Answer: King Arthur.

General Questions on Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales
1. Name, at least, 5 facts about Geoffrey Chaucer's life.

Answer:

· Chaucer lived from ca. 1342-1400.

· Chaucer was a courtier- he entertained the Court with stories, songs and music and a civil servant (ambtenaar)- he was controller of customs, clerk of the King’s Works and he was appointed a justice of the peace in and to Parliament.

· Chaucer was sent on diplomatic missions abroad- to Flanders, France and Italy.

· The Italian Renaissance influenced Chaucer: especially by the works of the Italian Renaissance poets Dante and Boccaccio.

· Chaucer was one of the most learned men of his age. He spoke many languages, for example – English, French, Italian, and Latin.

2. Why is Chaucer often called 'the father of Middle English literature'?

Answer: He chose to write in (Middle) English rather than French.

3. Is Chaucer a typical medieval or Renaissance writer? Explain.

Answer: Chaucer is a medieval poet, but he was influenced by the Italian Renaissance through his travels to Italy.

4. There were 3 social classes in medieval society:

a. Describe each of them

Answer: 

1) The Nobility – adel.

2) The Clergy - geestelijkheid

3) The Common People (85% of the population) – het gewone volk.

NOTE!

At the end of the Middle English Period the Common People were divided in 2 parts: the Lower and Middle Class. The Middle Class became very powerful in the course of the next centuries (= the Renaissance).

b. Illustrate each class with examples from The Canterbury Tales.

Answer:

b. The Nobility: the Knight, the Squire.

c. The Clergy: the Monk, the Nun, the Parson, the Pardoner.

d. The Common People: the Miller, the Wife of Bath.

5. Name at least 3 reasons why The Canterbury Tales could be said to be a medieval work rather than a Renaissance work.

Answer:

· A pilgrimage is central to the story (i.e. God is central.).

· Many of the pilgrims are medieval ‘types’; such as the Monk and the Pardoner, familiar figures in medieval society- who were often satirized (made fun of).

· The Portraits in the General Prologue are also roughly placed in the medieval hierarchical order: first the Nobility, then the Clergy and finally the Middle/Lower Class.

· The Knight, the Parson, and the Plowman are idealized portraits representing the three medieval classes – the aristocracy, the clergy, and the Lower Class.

· We see proof of the medieval collective attitude in Chaucer’s apology to his readers (/listeners!) in case any of the Portraits in the General Prologue had caused offence among them. Also, remember that the Reeve feels offended in the Prologue to the Miller’s Tale when “one of his kind” (a carpenter) is made fun of!

6. The Canterbury Tales:

a. What kind of story is it?

Answer: A frame story: stories within a story.

b. From which author did Chaucer borrow this concept?

Answer: From the Italian Renaissance poet Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375).

c. How many parts does The Canterbury Tales consist of?

Answer:

Three:

· The General Prologue

· The Prologues and Tales

·  and the Retraction.

d. Give a short summary of The Canterbury Tales:

Answer:

	[image: image1.wmf]
	The Canterbury Tales is a frame story in which Chaucer (both pilgrim and omniscient narrator), introduces us to a company of 30 pilgrims who have met by chance at a London inn. They are preparing to go on a pilgrimage to the grave of Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket. The pilgrims agree to hold a story-telling contest, and the winner will be treated to a free dinner. The innkeeper (the Host) is to accompany them and act as judge. He also determines the rules of the game: each pilgrim has to tell two tales on the way to Canterbury, and another two on the way back.


7. The General Prologue:

a. Paraphrase the word ‘Prologue’.

Answer: Introduction

b. The General Prologue intends to

· introduce the story.

· introduce the Pilgrims.

· apologize.
8. Why did Chaucer include an Apology in his General Prologue?

Answer: He wanted to apologize for the rude language of some of the Pilgrims and in case any of the Portraits had caused offence among his readers (/listeners!).

a. What season is it when the Pilgrims go to Canterbury?

Answer: Spring (the month of April).

b. How do they decide who tells the first Tale?

Answer: They draw straws.

c. Who tells the first Tale?

Answer: The Knight draws the shortest straw: he starts.

d. Who tell the second and third Tale?

Answer: The Miller tells the second Tale, The Reeve tells the third Tale.

9. The Tales and Prologues:

a. This part was intended to consist of ..... Tales.

Answer: 124

b. However, Chaucer only managed to write ..... Tales, some of which are unfinished.

Answer: 24

c. The reason for this is that he ..... in ..... .

Answer: died, 1400. CHAUCER DID NOT FINISH THE CANTERBURY TALES, SO WE DON’T KNOW WHO WON THE STORY-TELLING CONTEST!

d. The Prologues are meant to ..... .

Answer: Connect the Tales.

e. The Prologues are also meant to ..... .

Answer: Tell the reader more about the Pilgrims and introduce the next Tale.

10. The Retraction:

a. Paraphrase the word ‘retraction’.

Answer: ‘To retract’ means ‘to take back’, ‘to take your distance from’.

b. What are the contents of the Retraction?

Answer: In his Retraction Chaucer thanks God for his religious works and apologizes for his sinful works – such as The Canterbury Tales! He also asks the reader to pray for his soul.

c. Why did Chaucer add a retraction to his Canterbury Tales?

Answer: In the Middle Ages this was a common thing to do.

d. The Retraction shows us that Chaucer was a very ............. man.

Answer: Religious.

11. How many pilgrims go on this pilgrimage to Canterbury?

Answer: 31 (including Chaucer, the Pilgrim and not counting the Host, who joins the group as judge in the story-telling contest, not as a Pilgrim!)

12. Paraphrase the word ‘pilgrimage’.

Answer: A journey to a sacred place as an act of religious devotion.

13. Why did they choose to go to Canterbury?

Answer: The Pilgrims wanted to visit the shrine of the Archbishop of Canterbury.

14. Why was the Archbishop killed? And when?

Answer: Knights of Henry II killed the archbishop, because he did not want the King to have more power in 1170.

15. What is Chaucer's Canterbury Tales based on?
Answer: The Italian Renaissance work the Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio.

16. Write a short summary of the Decameron.

Answer:

Boccaccio is best known for his masterpiece, the Decameron (about 1349-1353). The work consists of 100 stories masterfully organized to give the impression of a total view of society. In the introduction, three young men and seven young women flee to the country to escape an outbreak of the plague in Florence in 1348. They spend two weeks there and hold story-telling sessions during the hot afternoons. Each day the group elects a queen or king who determines the general theme of the stories for the following day.

The word ‘Decameron’ is based on the Greek words for ‘10 days’. The 100 stories, distributed over 10 days, are arranged in a progression of themes. The themes are designed to illustrate the interplay of the forces of love, fortune, and human intelligence.

17. What language was The Canterbury Tales originally written in?

Answer: Middle English.

18. Which part of The Canterbury Tales did we read in class?

Answer:

· The General Prologue

· The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale

· The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale

· The Retraction.

19. Did we read part of the translated or original version of The Canterbury Tales?

Answer: The translated version (into modern English).

20. The Canterbury Tales:

a. Are The Canterbury Tales largely written in prose or verse?

Answer: Verse.

b. What specific type of verse is The Canterbury Tales largely written in?

Answer: Heroic couplets.

c. Give a definition.

Answer: Rhyming lines, iambic pentameter.

21.
Name as many Pilgrims as you can remember:

Answer:

The Knight, the Squire, the Yeoman, the Prioress, the Nun, the three Priests, the Monk, the Friar, the Merchant, the Clerk, the Lawyer, the Franklin, the Haberdasher and the Carpenter, the Weaver, the Dyer, and the Arras-Maker, the Cook, the Sailor, the Physician, the Wife of Bath, the Parson, the Plowman, the Miller, the Manciple, the Reeve, the Summoner, the Pardoner and Geoffrey Chaucer, the Pilgrim.
22. Do you like what we have read of The Canterbury Tales? Why (not)?

Answer: That is up to you!
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