Naam:


Programma mondelinge voorbereidingsperiode

havo en vwo Chad / Pranati

1e week (10 juni – 16 juni)

· KOPIE LITERATUURLIJST INLEVEREN!

-
Literature list assignment:

a. Place all the works on your literature list OTHER THAN YOUR MODERN LITERATURE in the correct literary period.

b. Why are the works on your literature list typical for their time? Write down these time related characteristics for each work.

· On Reading Poetry, Novels and Drama

· Chronology of the Literary History of England

· The Classical Age (vwo: verplicht, havo extra)

· The Old English Period

· The Middle English Period

· Geoffrey Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales
· havo: 2 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

· vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken (met Pranati)

2e week (17 juni – 23 juni)

· Background King Arthur

· Gawain, Ewain and Marhalt

· Background Ballads

· Sir Patrick Spens

· William Shakespeare & Hamlet

· Renaissance poetry: Though I Cannot Your Cruelty Constrain or Sonnet 18

· havo: 2 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

· vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken (met Pranati)

3e week (24 juni – 30 juni)

· The Age of Reason

· A Modest Proposal

· The Romantic Period

· Romantic Poetry: The Chimney Sweeper (both versions!)

· The Mortal Immortal

· havo: 2 zelfstandig gelezen boeken

· vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken (met Pranati)

4e week (1 juli – 7 juli)

· The Victorian Age

· The Yellow Wall-Paper

· The Modern Period

· Modern Poetry: The Hero or A Martian Sends a Postcard Home

· Heart of Darkness (vwo) – (met Pranati)

· havo: 1 zelfstandig gelezen boek

· vwo: 3 zelfstandig gelezen boeken (met Pranati)

5e week (8 juli – 14 juli)

Generale repetitie van het Mondelinge Staatsexamen: overhoring van je hele literatuurlijst – alle klassikaal & zelfstandig gelezen werken + achtergronden.

Mondelinge staatsexamens: 15 t/m 27 juli

Study questions to State Exams June/July 2002

On Reading Poetry, Novels and Drama

1. What is poetry?

Answer: A form of creative writing in verse form, especially one expressing deep feeling or noble thought in beautiful language; composed with the desire to communicate an experience. Poetry usually contains rhyme and/or metre.

2. What is a novel?

Answer: A long piece of prose, which tells a story about either imaginary or historical characters.

3. What is drama?

Answer: Plays for the theatre; enacted on a stage, in front of a live audience.

On Reading Poetry

1. What do you have to pay close attention to when you are reading a poem? (2 things)

Answer: Content (what poets say) and form (how poets say it).

2. Why are dictionary meanings far less important in poetry than in prose?

Answer: In poetry words can have several meanings packed into one. Readers can have their own interpretation of a poem, while a newspaper article for example – which is written in prose – is generally not open to different interpretations.

3. A poem appeals to both your ………., and your ………. .

Answer: Your thought (head) and your emotions (heart).

4. Define:

a. Verse

Answer: Poetry.

b. Rhyme

Answer: Sameness of sound.

c. Metre

Answer: The rhythm of a line of verse.

5. Why is reading poetry a creative activity?

Answer: Every reader has his/her own interpretation of a poem.

On Reading Novels

1. Define: Prose

Answer: Text without metre and rhyme; for example: novels and newspaper articles are written in prose.

2. In the Middle Ages ....

a. people usually told each other stories in ……. .

Answer: Verse.

b. Why?

Answer: In the Middle Ages literature was passed on word by mouth because the majority of people was not able to read and stories in verse were easier to remember.

3. The art of printing...

a. When was the art of printing first introduced in England?

Answer: 1477.

b. By whom?

Answer: William Caxton.

c. Why was it such an important invention?

Answer: The printing press played a crucial role in the revival of learning at the beginning of the Renaissance. After 1477 it became possible to spread ideas over a large area, at a low cost and relatively quickly.

d. What invention of our time is comparable in its revolutionary impact on society?

Answer: The Internet.

4. Define:

a. Theme

Answer: The subject of a novel/play/poem.

b. Plot

Answer: A series of events connected through cause and effect.

c. Flat character

Answer: ‘Types’- the reader doesn’t know much about them.

d. Round character

Answer: ‘Individuals’ – the reader does know a lot about them.

e. character development

Answer: Changes in personality of a character in a novel/play/poem – whether positive or negative.

f. omniscient narrator

Answer: The all-knowing narrator – the narrator (in this case the author) does not partake in the story and knows all about the characters and the events; readers do not question this.

5. Points of perspective:

a. What is a point of perspective?

Answer: Through whose eyes a reader is ‘looking at’ a story.

b. Name 3 points of perspective (or ‘points of view’)

Answer: Novelists can choose different perspectives from which the story is told to the reader. For example: 

1) Omniscient perspective (in the third person – he, she, it, they).

2) Changing point of view (usually in the third person – he, she, it, they).
3) Limited point of view (usually in the first person).

c. Which 2 perspectives are most commonly used in novels?

Answer: The omniscient point of view in the third person and the limited point of view in the first person (the ‘I-narrator’).

d. What’s the difference between ‘author’ and ‘narrator’?

Answer: The author is the writer of, for example, a novel. The narrator is the person who tells the story. The author and narrator are not always the same person because an author can invent a narrator! This is what Geoffrey Chaucer does in his Canterbury Tales.

On Reading Drama

1. What does the word “drama” mean

a.  in Greek?

Answer: Action.

b.  in Dutch?

Answer: Toneel.

2. Why is drama not a purely literary art?

Answer: Not only the text written by the playwright is needed perform a play, but also a director, actors, stage management, musicians and so on.

3. What's a playwright?

Answer: The author of a play.

4. What are the 2 pillars of drama? Explain.

Answer: Action (what the actors do on stage) and dialogue (what the actors say).

5. Name 4 limitations of playwrights when you compare their work to that of novelists.

Answer:

1) Limitation of time

A playwright has to take into account that the performance of a play can only last a relatively short amount of time (even though the story can cover centuries in a play as well, of course!).

2) Limitation of place

A playwright is limited to the number of square metres available on stage in a theatre; changes in scenery are also a lot more difficult (due to the limitation of time and description also).

3) Limitation of character

Only a few characters in a play can be fully developed- due to the limitation of time; also the number of characters a playwright can introduce is relatively small -due to the limitation of place.

4) Limitation of description

Unlike novelists, playwrights cannot give direct descriptions of characters and events: they have to let the actors’ dialogue and actions do all the work. Playwrights have to show everything on stage.

6. What are plays written in?

Answer: In verse or prose (or a combination of both).

7. There are 3 types of drama.

a) Which?

Answer:

1) Tragedies

2) Comedies

3) Historical plays

b) Give a definition of each.

Answer:

Tragedy

A play in which the main character dies in the end because of a flaw in his/her character.

Comedy

A light-hearted play, intended to make people laugh – it contains a happy end (usually a marriage).

Historical play

A play set before the birth of the playwright, which contains real people and/or events.

c) Give an example of Shakespearean drama for each category.

Answer:

Tragedies: Hamlet, Macbeth, and King Lear.

Comedies: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, All About Nothing, Twelfth Night.

Historical plays: King John, Henry VII, and Richard III.

Chronology of the Literary History of England

1.
When was Ancient Greece? (vwo)

Answer: 800 BC – 150 BC.

2. When was Ancient Rome? (vwo)

Answer: 500 BC – 450 AD.

3. Who was the most famous author of the Classical Age? Which works is he most famous for? (vwo)

Answer:

Homer (8th century BC): an ancient Greek epic poet.

His famous works: The Iliad – about the Troy War

& The Odyssey – about the return of the war hero Odysseus.

4. What does the word ‘philosophy’ mean? (vwo)

Answer:

The word ‘philosophy’ is a combination of two Greek words:

‘philo’ means ‘love’ in Greek

‘sophia’ means ‘wisdom’ in Greek

‘philosophy’ therefore means ‘love for wisdom’.

5. Name 3 of the greatest Ancient Greek philosophers in chronological order. (vwo)

Answer:
- Socrates (469 – 399 BC) 
– 5th century BC

- Plato (427 – 347)

_ 5th/4th century BC

- Aristotle (384 – 322 BC)
_ 4th century BC

6.  Aristotle defined the rules for a Classical play. What are they? (vwo)

Answer: The ideal play Aristotle believed to be a Tragedy: a play in which the main character dies in the end, because of a flaw in his character. This death was supposed to lead to a catharsis (a ‘cleansing of the soul’) experienced by the audience.

A Classical play was supposed to have:

· 5 Acts and

· Three Unities (of time, place and action)

7. Name all literary periods in English literary history ( + dates). Havo & vwo!
Answer:

450-1066 Old English Period / Anglo-Saxon Period

1066-1500 Middle English Period

1500-1660 Renaissance: The Great Age of Drama
1660-1798 The Age of Reason / The Augustan Age / Rationalism

1798-1837 The Romantic Period: The Great Age of Poetry
1837-1901 The Victorian Age: The Great Age of the Novel
1901/1918-now
The Modern Age

8. What period is also called: “The Great Age of Drama”?

Answer: The Renaissance.

9. What period is also called: “The Great Age of Poetry”?

Answer: The Romantic Period.

10. What period is also called: “The Great Age of the Novel”?

Answer: The Victorian Age.

11. Explain the starting points for each literary period.

Answer:

The Old English Period:

450- A milestone in English history: the end of the Roman Empire in Western Europe - the Roman armies withdrew and left England unprotected and Germanic Tribes consequently invaded the country.

The Middle English Period:

1066 -William of Normandy (Northern France) conquered England, which brought about many changes in English society; that is why 1066 is seen as a milestone.

Renaissance:

1500- A number of significant events took place around 1500 that helped shape man’s outlook on himself and the world around him relatively quickly:

1) 1453 – The fall of Constantinople (- now Istanbul): scholars fled to Western Europe and reintroduced the ability to read ancient Greek and brought with them many Classical works.

2) 1477 – The introduction of the printing press by William Caxton in England: it became possible to spread ideas over a large area, at a low cost and relatively quickly – crucial to the revival of learning at the end of the Middle Ages.

3) 1492 – The discovery of America by Christopher Columbus – the discovery of the ‘New World’ literally and figuratively broadened people’s horizons.

The Age of Reason

1660 – The restoration of the monarchy. In 1660, Charles II ascended the throne after 11 years of strict Puritan (Protestant) rule under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell. During this period in English history the theatres were closed because the Puritans believed theatrical entertainment encouraged sinful behaviour.

The Romantic Period

1798 – William Wordsworth and Samuel Coleridge published Lyrical Ballads, the first collection of ‘romantic poetry’. In its Preface, Wordsworth informed his readers that he wanted to break with the neo-classical literary tradition of the Age of Reason: he wanted to start writing a new type of poetry in which he placed nature at the centre of attention, while Coleridge focused on the supernatural in his poetry.

Some people argue that 1789 is a more appropriate starting point for the Romantic Period: the start of the French Revolution. Certainly, Romantic poets in England were inspired by the ideals of freedom, brotherhood and equality for all – and later on disillusioned by the fact that it ended in violence.

The Victorian Age

1837 – Queen Victoria ascends the throne.

The Modern Period

1901 – Queen Victoria dies, Edward VII (of the House of Windsor) ascends the throne.

1918 – the end of the First World War. Many people feel the end of the First World War is a more appropriate milestone to mark the end of the Victorian Age, rather than Queen Victoria’s death. Literature was greatly influenced by the rapid economic, social, political and technological changes after the First World War, and even more so after the Second World War.

12.
Give at least 5 characteristics for each literary period.

The Old English/Anglo-Saxon Period

· The period is named after Germanic tribes (the Angles and Saxons) that ruled England after the Roman armies withdrew.

· By 700 AD England is converted to Christianity.

· In the 8th century Scandinavian Vikings raid coastal areas.

· In 871 the Anglo-Saxon king Alfred defeated the Vikings.

· Literature: oral tradition, anonymous, epics (f.e. Beowulf), alliteration, no end rhyme.

The Middle English Period

· God-centred society, the Church is the most powerful institution.

· Dogmatic belief (the Church decides in matters of science).

· Memento Mori = medieval motto.

· Collective attitude (instead of Renaissance individual attitude).

· In the 11th/12th century the Norman French rule England.

· 12th century: the Crusades, 14th century: Black Death.

· Oral tradition.

· 1477: William Caxton prints first book in England.

· The Canterbury Tales and Le Morte d’Arthur are among the first books printed in England.

· Ballads, Miracle and Morality plays; Courtly Love tradition; Bible is translated into English; Geoffrey Chaucer and his Canterbury Tales.
The Renaissance

· Renaissance means ‘rebirth’: rebirth of the ideas and ideals of ancient Greece and Rome.

· Renaissance starts in Italy in the 14th century.

· Man-centred outlook (instead of medieval God-centred outlook).

· Critical investigation (instead of medieval dogmatic belief).

· Carpe Diem = Renaissance motto.

· Individual attitude (instead medieval collective attitude).

· Voyages of discovery.

· Start of colonialism.

· William Shakespeare: the Great Age of Drama; 1576 – the first theatre is built in London.

The Age of Reason

· The Classics represent the highest ideals in life, art and literature.

· Many scientific discoveries (f.e. by Sir Isaac Newton).

· Growth of capitalism; middle class becomes powerful.

· Growing influence of Parliament: divided in Tories (conservatives) and Whigs (liberals).

· Colonies.

· Start of the Industrial Revolution.

· Literature: satires are popular (Jonathan Swift!); first novel by Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe (1719).

The Romantic Period

· A period of revolt: American Revolution for Independence (1783) and French revolution (1789).

· Individual rights: Great Reform Act & slavery is abolished.

· Industrial Revolution.

· 1798 – first collection of Romantic poetry called Lyrical Ballads by Wordsworth and Coleridge, its Preface is important.

· First generation of Romantic poets: Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge; Second Generation of Romantic poets: Byron, Keats and Shelley.

· Literature: the Great Age of Poetry – characteristics:

· Nature is central.

· Emotions and the imagination are central.

· We see an idealization of simple country people, labourers and children.

· A renewed interest in the Middle Ages and a revival of the old folk ballads.

· The anti-intellectual attitude led to a fascination for the supernatural.

· A fascination for exotic cultures.

The Victorian Age

· Industrial Revolution.

· Imperialist expansion.

· Political reform: the miserable working conditions led to the demand of social reform. The result was a number of Reform Bills which dealt with:

· the extension of vote to middle- and working class men.

· child labour.

· a reduction of working hours.

· basic education.

· The Disappearance of God: people started questioning the idea of a seven-day divine creation of Adam and Eve. Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species (1859) greatly contributed to this discussion.

·  The Woman Question (dealt with women’s rights).

·  The Great Age of the Novel: f.e. Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters.

The Modern Period

· 1914 – 1918 First World War.

· 1939 – 1945 Second World War.

· We see a decrease in:

· the power of the British Empire.

· trade and industry in England.

· Prosperity.

· the belief in progress.

· the belief in absolute moral values.

· We see an increase in:

· the power of trade unions.

· the power of socialism.

· the emancipation of the working class and women (suffragettes).

· technological possibilities.

· moral and financial insecurity.

· the belief in man as an irrational being (Freud).

·  We see a change towards a more international literature: the main writers at the beginning of the century were not born Englishmen but foreigners. In prose: James Joyce (an Irishman), Joseph Conrad (a Pole) and Henry James (an American).

The Old English Period

1. Who were the first inhabitants of Britain?

Answer: The Celts.

2. Why do we take the 5th century AD as the beginning of the English nation?

Answer: 450- A milestone in English history: the end of the Roman Empire - the Roman armies withdrew and left England unprotected and Germanic Tribes consequently invaded the country.

3. Who are the ancestors of the English people?

Answer: Germanic tribes: the Angles, Saxons and the Jutes.

4. Which groups invaded England, in chronological order, between 1 AD-1100 AD?

Answer:

1) The Romans

2) The Anglo-Saxons

3) (Scandinavian) Vikings

4) The Normans (from Northern France)

5.  Explain the name ‘England’.

Answer: England was named after one group of Germanic invaders, the ancestors of the Modern English: the Angles.

6. What was meant by the ‘Danelaw’?

Answer: The area controlled by the (Scandinavian) Vikings – who came, in part, from Denmark (hence the name).

7. The oral tradition:

a. Give a definition

Answer: Literature that was passed on word by mouth, not written down.

b. Why was there such a strong oral tradition in the Middle Ages?

Answer: In the Middle Ages the majority of people was illiterate. Books were also very expensive because monks copied them by hand. For entertainment people told each other stories. There were even professional singers/story tellers at the time.

c. What were these medieval professional singers /story tellers called? And what do you know about them?

Answer:

Minstrel is a term most broadly used to refer to professional entertainers who flourished in Europe during the Middle Ages. Minstrels were chiefly singers and musicians, but many were also storytellers, jugglers, clowns, and tumblers. These wandering performers were known by different names in different countries. They were called troubadours in France and bards in Ireland. The early English minstrel was called a scop.

Some minstrels belonged to the households of kings and nobles. Some travelled about and gave entertainments at the castles along their way.  Sometimes they entertained the village folk. The minstrels often made up their own songs and stories as they entertained. But they also repeated ballads and folk tales of the time, thus helping to preserve them. The minstrels began to die out by the late 1400's. The printing press eventually replaced the storytellers.

8. Give some characteristics of Anglo-Saxon or Old English poetry (4) with regard to both content and form.

Answer: Content: poetry about kings and heroes, grim fighting, honour, war.

Form: no end-rhyme, but alliteration and no metre; epics were popular. An epic is long narrative poem, which describes the adventures and great deeds of a hero who is the central figure.

9. What's the title of a long, epic poem from the Old English Period, which retells a Danish legend – one of the few literary works of that time that was written down?

Answer: Beowulf.

The poem describes the adventures of Beowulf, a mighty warrior who has the qualities most admired by the Anglo-Saxons-strength: courage, loyalty, and generosity. Beowulf goes to the aid of the Danish king, whose royal hall has been repeatedly raided by a savage monster named Grendel. Beowulf kills Grendel and later slays the monster's fearsome mother. In his final battle, Beowulf kills a fire-breathing dragon, but he himself is fatally wounded. The poem ends with a description of Beowulf's funeral.

The Middle English Period

1. What happened in 1066?

Answer: In 1066 the Anglo-Saxon Harold proclaimed himself King after his brother–in-law Edward the Confessor died childless, leaving the throne vacant. However, Edward’s distant cousin William Duke of Normandy (Northern France) claimed Edward had promised him the throne while he was living in France in exile before becoming King. William of Normandy crossed the English Channel and defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings.
2. Why do we take 1066 as the starting point of the Middle English Period?

Answer: 1066 - William of Normandy (Northern France) conquered England, which brought about many changes in English society; that is why it is seen as a milestone in English history.

3. For what purpose was the Bayeux tapestry made?

Answer: 

1) To tell the story of the Norman French conquest of England to the people and 

2) To justify it: to show the French people that William of Normandy had a right to the English throne.

4. Name at least 4 changes resulting from the Norman Conquest.

Answer: 

1) The Norman French became the ruling class in England.

2) French became the language of government and culture; the Normans greatly influenced the English language.

3) The Normans contributed much to English literature and architecture.

4) William the Conqueror organized the country along the lines of Feudalism.

5. Give a definition of the term ‘feudalism’.

Answer:

Feudalism is the general term used to describe the political and military system of Western Europe during the Middle Ages. At that time, there was no strong central government and little security, but feudalism fulfilled the basic need for justice and protection.

Feudalism was mainly a political and military system. Both the lord and his subjects, called vassals, were aristocrats. The lord gave vassals land in return for military and other services. The lord and the vassals were bound through ceremonies and oaths to be faithful to each other and to observe their obligations.

6.  Three languages were spoken in the Middle English Period in England:

a. Which?

Answer:

1) French.

2) (Middle) English.

3) Latin.

b. And by whom?

Answer:

1) French: by the ruling class / the Nobility.

2) (Middle) English: the common people.

3) Latin: the Clergy .

7. Explain why Middle English greatly differs from Old English.

Answer: Middle English:

 The French-influenced language of England between 1066-1500 is now called Middle English. After the Norman French Conquest, many of the members of the upper class in England learned Norman French because they wanted influence and power. The use of French words eventually became fashionable in England. The English borrowed thousands of these words and made them part of their own language.

Answer: Old English

Old English was mainly a mixture of the Germanic languages of the Angles, Jutes, and Saxons. Old English resembles modern German more than it does modern English. Old English had many inflections, as does modern German, and its word order and pronunciation resembled those of modern German.

The vocabulary of Old English was chiefly Germanic, though some words came from the language of the Celts. The Germanic people had learned some Latin words while they lived on the European continent. These people brought some of those words to the British Isles and added them to Old English. More Latin words were added during the 500's and the 600's, when Christianity spread in England.  

During the late 800's, Viking invaders from Denmark and Norway settled in northeast England. As a result, many words from Scandinavian languages became part of Old English.

a) What literary tradition did the French introduce?

Answer: The Courtly Love tradition.

b) Give a definition of this literary tradition.

Answer: Originally from the South of France, introduced in England by troubadours (minstrels) in the 11th/12th century; in it love had become a pseudo-religion for aristocrats: the knight worshipped his cold, distant and cruel lady according to elaborate etiquette – he was her humble and unhappy servant, pining away for her love. The knight's plea that the lady answer his love was often expressed in feudal terms such as a vassal might use in begging a favour from his lord. The lady usually remained unapproachable.

c) What did the French introduce with regard to literary form? (2)

Answer:

1) End-rhyme.

2) Metre.

d) What were three of the most popular literary genres of the Middle English Period?

Answer:

1) Romances.

2) Ballads.

3) Miracle and Morality plays.

e) Give a definition of each.

Answer:

Romance: A courtly love story in verse and/or prose, usually set at King Arthur’s Court.

Ballads: A ballad is a short narrative poem originally meant to be sung. Ballads are one of the oldest forms of poetry and one of the oldest kinds of music. In the Middle Ages, singing poets called minstrels wandered over Europe, performing ballads in castles and villages.

Miracle play: Dramatized stories from the Bible and the lives’ of Saints.

Morality Play: A dramatized sermon.

f) Around which legendary King were Romances often centred?

Answer: King Arthur.

General Questions on Chaucer & The Canterbury Tales
1. Name, at least, 5 facts about Geoffrey Chaucer's life.

Answer:

· Chaucer lived from ca. 1342-1400.

· Chaucer was a courtier- he entertained the Court with stories, songs and music and a civil servant (ambtenaar)- he was controller of customs, clerk of the King’s Works and he was appointed a justice of the peace in and to Parliament.

· Chaucer was sent on diplomatic missions abroad- to Flanders, France and Italy.

· The Italian Renaissance influenced Chaucer: especially by the works of the Italian Renaissance poets Dante and Boccaccio.

· Chaucer was one of the most learned men of his age. He spoke many languages, for example – English, French, Italian, and Latin.

2. Why is Chaucer often called 'the father of Middle English literature'?

Answer: He chose to write in (Middle) English rather than French.

3. Is Chaucer a typical medieval or Renaissance writer? Explain.

Answer: Chaucer is a medieval poet, but he was influenced by the Italian Renaissance through his travels to Italy.

4. There were 3 social classes in medieval society:

a. Describe each of them

Answer: 

1) The Nobility – adel.

2) The Clergy - geestelijkheid

3) The Common People (85% of the population) – het gewone volk.

NOTE!

At the end of the Middle English Period the Common People were divided in 2 parts: the Lower and Middle Class. The Middle Class became very powerful in the course of the next centuries (= the Renaissance).

b. Illustrate each class with examples from The Canterbury Tales.

Answer:

b. The Nobility: the Knight, the Squire.

c. The Clergy: the Monk, the Nun, the Parson, the Pardoner.

d. The Common People: the Miller, the Wife of Bath.

5. Name at least 3 reasons why The Canterbury Tales could be said to be a medieval work rather than a Renaissance work.

Answer:

· A pilgrimage is central to the story (i.e. God is central.).

· Many of the pilgrims are medieval ‘types’; such as the Monk and the Pardoner, familiar figures in medieval society- who were often satirized (made fun of).

· The Portraits in the General Prologue are also roughly placed in the medieval hierarchical order: first the Nobility, then the Clergy and finally the Middle/Lower Class.

· The Knight, the Parson, and the Plowman are idealized portraits representing the three medieval classes – the aristocracy, the clergy, and the Lower Class.

· We see proof of the medieval collective attitude in Chaucer’s apology to his readers (/listeners!) in case any of the Portraits in the General Prologue had caused offence among them. Also, remember that the Reeve feels offended in the Prologue to the Miller’s Tale when “one of his kind” (a carpenter) is made fun of!

6. The Canterbury Tales:

a. What kind of story is it?

Answer: A frame story: stories within a story.

b. From which author did Chaucer borrow this concept?

Answer: From the Italian Renaissance poet Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375).

c. How many parts does The Canterbury Tales consist of?

Answer:

Three:

· The General Prologue

· The Prologues and Tales

·  and the Retraction.

d. Give a short summary of The Canterbury Tales:

Answer:

	[image]
	The Canterbury Tales is a frame story in which Chaucer (both pilgrim and omniscient narrator), introduces us to a company of 30 pilgrims who have met by chance at a London inn. They are preparing to go on a pilgrimage to the grave of Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket. The pilgrims agree to hold a story-telling contest, and the winner will be treated to a free dinner. The innkeeper (the Host) is to accompany them and act as judge. He also determines the rules of the game: each pilgrim has to tell two tales on the way to Canterbury, and another two on the way back.


7. The General Prologue:

a. Paraphrase the word ‘Prologue’.

Answer: Introduction

b. The General Prologue intends to

· introduce the story.

· introduce the Pilgrims.

· apologize 

c. Why did Chaucer include an Apology in his General Prologue?

Answer: He wanted to apologize for the rude language of some of the Pilgrims and in case any of the Portraits had caused offence among his readers (/listeners!).

d. What season is it when the Pilgrims go to Canterbury?

Answer: Spring (the month of April).

e. How do they decide who tells the first Tale?

Answer: They draw straws.

f. Who tells the first Tale?

Answer: The Knight draws the shortest straw: he starts.

g. Who tell the second and third Tale?

Answer: The Miller tells the second Tale, The Reeve tells the third Tale.

8. The Tales and Prologues:

a. This part was intended to consist of ..... Tales.

Answer: 124

b. However, Chaucer only managed to write ..... Tales, some of which are unfinished.

Answer: 24

c. The reason for this is that he ..... in ..... .

Answer: died, 1400. CHAUCER DID NOT FINISH THE CANTERBURY TALES, SO WE DON’T KNOW WHO WON THE STORY-TELLING CONTEST!

d. The Prologues are meant to ..... .

Answer: Connect the Tales.

e. The Prologues are also meant to ..... .

Answer: Tell the reader more about the Pilgrims and introduce the next Tale.

9. The Retraction:

a. Paraphrase the word ‘retraction’.

Answer: ‘To retract’ means ‘to take back’, ‘to take your distance from’.

b. What are the contents of the Retraction?

Answer: In his Retraction Chaucer thanks God for his religious works and apologizes for his sinful works – such as The Canterbury Tales! He also asks the reader to pray for his soul.

c. Why did Chaucer add a retraction to his Canterbury Tales?

Answer: In the Middle Ages this was a common thing to do.

d. The Retraction shows us that Chaucer was a very ............. man.

Answer: Religious.

10. How many pilgrims go on this pilgrimage to Canterbury?

Answer: 31 (including Chaucer, the Pilgrim and not counting the Host, who joins the group as judge in the story-telling contest, not as a Pilgrim!)

11. Paraphrase the word ‘pilgrimage’.

Answer: A journey to a sacred place as an act of religious devotion.

12. Why did they choose to go to Canterbury?

Answer: The Pilgrims wanted to visit the shrine of the Archbishop of Canterbury.

13. Why was the Archbishop killed? And when?

Answer: Knights of Henry II killed the archbishop, because he did not want the King to have more power in 1170.

14. What is Chaucer's Canterbury Tales based on?
Answer: The Italian Renaissance work the Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio.

15. Write a short summary of the Decameron.

Answer:

Boccaccio is best known for his masterpiece, the Decameron (about 1349-1353). The work consists of 100 stories masterfully organized to give the impression of a total view of society. In the introduction, three young men and seven young women flee to the country to escape an outbreak of the plague in Florence in 1348. They spend two weeks there and hold story-telling sessions during the hot afternoons. Each day the group elects a queen or king who determines the general theme of the stories for the following day.

The word ‘Decameron’ is based on the Greek words for ‘10 days’. The 100 stories, distributed over 10 days, are arranged in a progression of themes. The themes are designed to illustrate the interplay of the forces of love, fortune, and human intelligence.

16. What language was The Canterbury Tales originally written in?

Answer: Middle English.

17. Which part of The Canterbury Tales did we read in class?

Answer:

· Part of the General Prologue.

· The Miller’s Prologue and Tale.

· The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale.

· The Franklin’s Prologue and Tale (vwo!).

· The Retraction.

18. Did we read part of the translated or original version of The Canterbury Tales?

Answer: The translated version (into modern English).

19. The Canterbury Tales:

a. Are The Canterbury Tales largely written in prose or verse?

Answer: Verse.

b. What specific type of verse is The Canterbury Tales largely written in?

Answer: Heroic couplets.

c. Give a definition.

Answer: Rhyming lines, iambic pentameter.

20. Do you like what we have read of The Canterbury Tales? Why (not)?

Answer: That is up to you!

Questions on The Miller's Tale – the 2nd Tale

1. What kind of story is the Miller’s Tale? Give a definition.

Answer: A fabliau.

A ‘fabliau’ is a coarse story associated with low characters. The ingredients of a fabliau are comic, crude events told in a dramatic way in verse, with lots of action, which is vividly and visually described. If there is a moral at all, it concerns down-to-earth common sense or rough revenge and justice. The characters are usually stereotypes, such as the old lover with the attractive young wife who is seduced by the handsome young man. There are no fine rhetorical passages and the language used is economical.

The fabliau derives its name from 12th and 13th century French stories of that nature. There are few true fabliaux preserved in English literature, probably because they were rarely written down, being passed on orally.

2. Give a summary of

a. The Miller’s Prologue

Answer: Summary of the Miller’s Prologue:

	“When the Knight has finished his story (which all the listeners think a noble one) the Host wants the Monk to follow him with a tale equally good. But the Miller insists on telling his Tale next, although he knows that he is drunk, indicating that it is going to be an instructive story about a carpenter and his wife. He knows it will enrage the Reeve, who immediately protests because he used to be a carpenter, too. But there is no stopping the Miller; and Chaucer says that he has to include his Tale, or he would not be giving a faithful account of all the stories that were told on the pilgrimage. If anyone does not want to hear a Tale from such a coarse character, he must turn over the page and choose another, and not hold Chaucer responsible for the crudeness of some of the storytellers.  And people should not take too seriously what is only meant for fun, anyhow.”
	[image]


b. The Miller’s Tale.

•Answer: Summary of The Miller's Tale:

The story is about a rich elderly carpenter named John who lives at Oxford. He has a very pretty young wife named Alison, and also a lodger in his house, Nicholas, a student at the university. Nicholas is of course young; he is also talented. He plays a musical instrument, he sings, and he has a reputation for being able to reveal what the stars foretell, for he is a keen student of astrology. He also knows all about the conduct of secret love affairs, and is a confident and cunning young man.

One day, when the carpenter is away on business, Nicholas seizes the opportunity to amuse himself with Alison, and assures her that if he is not able to satisfy his desire for her soon, he will die. Alison has no love for her husband; Chaucer ensures that we realize how ill matched the couple are by describing Alison in terms that strongly emphasize her youthful high-spirits and animal nature. She is 'wild and young' , while John the carpenter is old, and so was asking for trouble in marrying her.

It does not take Nicholas long to persuade Alison to accept him as her lover, which she says she will do as long as he keeps it very secret. He assures her that a student would have been wasting his time if he did not know how to deceive a carpenter, and then gleefully departs to work out a plan.

But Alison has another admirer, Absolom, barber and parish clerk, a very foolish young man whom Chaucer describes in terms many of which are usually reserved for portraying women. Absolom is most fastidious, particularly dislikes unpleasant smells, and is obsessed with anything to do with the mouth. He carries the incense in church on religious festivals and likes to envelop women in the congregation in pungent clouds of smoke, while looking longingly at them at the same time. He is always trying to gain attention and is very conceited, seeing himself as a romantic courtly young lover. He even comes to Alison's bedroom window when she is in bed with her husband and serenades her. Absolom, however, does not stand a chance of winning Alison's favour, for he has to woo from a distance, while Nicholas is on the spot.

Nicholas soon hits upon a plan: the following Saturday he shuts himself up in the room he has all to himself in the carpenter's house. By Sunday evening, the carpenter has begun to be worried about him, and sends up his servant to see what is the matter. The servant knocks thunderously on his door, and he shouts as loud as he can, but gets no reply. At last he goes down on the floor and peers through the cat-hole, and there he sees Nicholas, sitting absolutely still and gazing up at the sky. When the servant reports this, John sends for a crowbar, lifts the door off its hinges, and finding Nicholas in a trance-like state, utters some charms to protect him from evil spirits. Nicholas, apparently reviving, swears him to secrecy, and then reveals to John that he has been warned that there will be a second flood to drown the world, from which he and John and Alison will only be saved if John procures three large wooden tubs and ties them up in the roof of his house, so that they can float away in them when the water rises.

John is both an uneducated and a very stupid man. He is credulous enough to believe Nicholas's story, though he should have known that after the first flood, God promised Noah that there would never be another. He is very fond of Alison and does not want her to be drowned, so he soon agrees to do as Nicholas tells him; and by night time, a day later, all is in readiness. The three get into their tubs - John's servant and maid have been sent to London on business - and the carpenter who has done a hard day's work is soon snoring. Nicholas and Alison stealthily creep down to the carpenter's bed and make love until morning.

Meanwhile Absolom, in the darkness of the night, believing that John is away from home, goes to Alison to tell her of his love for her. He dresses as exquisitely as he can for the occasion, combs his golden hair, and sweetens his breath by chewing fragrant herbs. Standing at Alison's window, which is so low that it is on a level with his chest, he sings a rather sickly love-song in which he says he suffers so much from his love for her that he is like a lamb bleating for its mother's milk. Alison is not pleased to be disturbed, and tells the fool to go away. Absolom begs for a kiss, and to get rid of him, Alison agrees to give him one if he will go away immediately afterwards. In great excitement, Absolom prepares for the long-awaited delight, but in the darkness Alison puts her bottom out of the window instead of her head, and before he realizes it, Absalom has kissed the wrong part of her anatomy: her ass.

Disgusted, humiliated and furious, he rushes away, as Alison with a heartless giggle slams the window shut. Just across the road there is a blacksmith's forge, where already the blacksmith is working hard. Absolom, much to the smith's surprise, comes in and asks for the loan of a plough-share, red-hot from the fire. Saying that he will explain later why he wants it, Absolom carries it off. He goes to Alison's window once more, beneath which he once again sings words of love, offering her a golden ring this time as well. Nicholas, hearing it all, decides that it is his turn to have some fun, and does what Alison had done before, expecting Absolom to be fooled a second time; but Absolom is ready with the red-hot iron, and applies it smartly to Nicholas' butt. Terrible yells are heard, as Nicholas calls for water to ease the pain of his burnt bottom. John wakes suddenly from sleep when he hears the cry "Water, water !", thinks that the flood has come, and hacks the ropes that hold his tub aloft.

Down he crashes, breaking his arm and stunning himself in the fall. Meanwhile the shouts of Alison and Nicholas bring out all the neighbours, who rush into the house to have a look at the unconscious John. Alison and Nicholas soon persuade their neighbours that John is mad, since he had got the idea that there was to be a second flood, and when he revives, no one will believe anything he says. They just laugh. So John is cuckolded, Absolom has kissed Alison's butt, and Nicholas is scalded in the bun; and thus the Tale is ended.
3. What Tale is The Miller's Tale a reaction to?

Answer: The Knight’s Tale – a very long and noble love story about two honourable young knights (Palamon & Arcite) fighting over a girl (Emily). Both the Knight’s Tale and the Miller’s Tale are in fact about two young men fighting over a girl. However, the Miller’s Tale is a rude story (a fabliau) and the Knight’s Tale is noble and refined (a courtly love story).

4. Why does the Miller really want to tell his Tale even though it isn't his turn yet? 

Answer: The Miller feels the Knight’s Tale gives a false picture of love - to the Miller the Knight’s version of love is totally unrealistic and he wants to set the record straight by telling a story about his kind of love. Also, by the time the Knight has finished telling his Tale the Miller is drunk and this gives him the courage to challenge the Knight’s Tale. The Miller’s Tale is basically a parody of the Knight’s Tale.

.

5. What's the connection between the Miller's and the Reeve's Tale?

Answer: The Reeve’s Tale is the third tale in The Canterbury Tales: it is preceded by the Miller’s Tale. In the Miller’s Tale an old carpenter is made fun of and the Reeve used to be a carpenter – he therefore takes the Miller’s Tale personally. To get back at the Miller, the Reeve then tells a story about a miller who is made fun of!

6. Give a short description of the 4 main characters of the Miller’s Tale.

Answer: John – an old carpenter, religious, superstitious and not very smart; married to Alison, he is deeply in love with her.

Alison – John’s young pretty wife, clever and willing to betray her husband: she has secret affair with Nicolas.

Nicolas – a young handsome student of astrology, who rents a room at the carpenter’s house; intelligent and deceitful

Absolom – a parish clerk, foolish and vain, also in love with Alison – he tries to behave like a courtly lover but ends up making a fool of himself.

7. How and why does Chaucer prevent us from sympathising with John, the old carpenter?

Answer: At the end of the Miller’s Tale, John is made fun of in front of the entire village. According to the Miller the old carpenter John was asking for trouble when he married a girl half his age: in other words, John gets what he deserves.

8. Name at least 3 themes of The Miller's Tale (especially when compared to the Knight’s tale) and discuss them; illustrate your answer with examples from the text.

Answer: Love & lust, honour & deceit.

Chaucer recognized that there are many different kinds of love. We can see this when we compare the Knight's and the Miller's Tale. In the former, the two young lovers worship their beloved Emily almost as if she were a goddess and for years on end without hope of possessing her, while in the Miller's Tale two young men also desire the same girl (who is already married !) while their main concern is how they can most quickly get into bed with her.

9. Is the Miller's Tale an immoral tale, do you think?

Answer: Yes, it is. Like other fabliaux, the Miller’s Tale shows the baseness of human motives, behaviour and character, and laughs at the folly of those who allow themselves to be duped.

10. Does the Tale suit the Teller?

Answer: Yes it does: the Miller is a rude man and he tells a fabliau: a rude story.

11. Character description of the Miller:

a. What kind of person is he?

Answer: The Miller is a rascal. A mill had the monopoly of grinding all the corn on each manor, and could charge a high price. This Miller is strong and quarrelsome, which makes it easier for him to abuse his monopoly. He has red hair and a red beard and a wart on his nose. He plays the bagpipe. His name is Robin.

b. Is the Miller a round or a flat character? A type or an individual?

Answer: The Miller seems to be more of a type than an individual and that would make him a flat character. However, some people would disagree since he does have a name – the Host calls him Robin - and we do learn quite a lot about him through his actions.

Questions on The Wife of Bath’s Tale – the 6th Tale

1. What kind of story is the Wife of Bath’s Tale? Give a definition.

Answer: The Wife of Bath’s Tale is based on a well-known folk-tale, a so-called ‘Breton lay’. Lais were short verse tales about chivalry, love, and the supernatural. Lais were based on Celtic sources. Inspired by Arthurian themes, Marie de France collected and wrote many lays.

2. Give a short summary of

a. The Wife of Bath’s Prologue

Answer: The Prologue to the Wife of Bath’s Tale:
	[image]
	One of the most interesting figures among the Canterbury pilgrims is the Wife of Bath. In a time when woman's inferiority to man was a generally accepted fact, Dame Alison stands out as a truly remarkable character. The Wife declares that even without the aid of 'authority' she has sufficient experience to talk of woe in marriage. She has been married 5 times. According to the Wife, the Bible nowhere insists on virginity. Her husband may enjoy her body as often as he wishes, but will suffer slavery and tribulation while she is his wife.


The Pardoner interrupts her. He is about to marry, but now wonders if this is wise. The Wife advises him to listen to her tale before deciding. He asks her to proceed and tell the company of her practices. She agrees, asking them all not to take offence at anything she says, for she is speaking in fun.

Three of the Wife's husbands were good, and two bad. The three good ones were rich and old, and could scarcely make love to her. It amuses her to think how hard she made them work at night. Furthermore, she used to nag them mercilessly. She would accuse them of misconduct with her neighbour’s wife, and complain that they were always drunk and chiding her. All her accusations were quite false.

Her 4th husband had kept a lover, which annoyed the Wife greatly; but she took revenge by flirting with other men, and so making him jealous. When he died, the Wife took as her 5th husband a young scholar called Jankin – whom she met at her 4th husband’s funeral! But he tormented her by continually reading aloud from a book of anti-feminist writings. At last she grew so angry that she tore 3 pages from his book, and knocked him into the fireplace. In return he struck her head so violently that she was rendered deaf. She fell down and pretended at first to be dead. This frightened Jankin so much that he promised never to strike her again, allowed her to do as she wished henceforth, and burned his book. From that day on they never quarrelled again.

And now, says the Wife, she will tell her tale, if the company will listen.
•The words between the Summoner and the Friar:

The Friar laughs, declares that this is a long preamble of a tale. The Summoner tells him to be quiet. An argument develops between them, and each promises to tell tales at the other's expense.

b. The Wife of Bath’s Tale.

Answer: 
•Summary of the Wife of Bath’s Tale:

The story the Wife of Bath tells her fellow-pilgrims takes us back to the good old days of King Arthur, when, she tells us, fairies and elves had not yet been driven away by friars, monks and other worthy members of the Church. One day a knight out riding meets a girl walking all by herself and forgetting all a knight should remember, he rapes her. He is arrested, brought before the king and sentenced to death. The queen, however, begs her husband to show mercy and at last he leaves it to her to decide upon the knight's fate. She sends for him and tells him that if within a year and a day he is able to find an answer to a question she will ask him, his life will be spared. If not, he will have to die after all. The knight has no choice but to accept and sets out into the world to find an answer to the question: 'What is it that women most desire ?'

The knight receives a bewildering variety of answers. Some people tell him it is wealth, others fine clothes, sexual pleasure or an old and rich husband. But none of them seems quite right and when a year has passed he returns to court in a most dejected mood. Riding along he suddenly notices 24 fairies dancing on the edge of a wood, who vanish into thin air when he approaches them. When he comes to the spot there is only an old and ugly woman sitting on the grass. When he tells her what has happened to him she assures him that she can give him the answer he is looking for, on the condition that he will swear to do whatever she will ask of him next. The knight agrees, she whispers something in his ear and together they return to the queen.

Armed with his answer, the knight goes before the queen and tells her that the thing women desire most is to exercise dominion over their husbands and lovers. All agree that this is correct. The ugly old woman then asks the knight to marry her, and in accordance with his promise he is forced to do so.

On their wedding night the young man is very sad. His bride asks him the cause of his sorrow, and he replies that she is old and ugly and of common parentage. She explains to him at length that these qualities are not to be despised. Nobility is not conferred by birth, but by character. Age should be respected and honoured, and like ugliness, it is a great guardian of chastity. Finally, she invites him to choose whether she should be ugly but faithful, or beautiful but promiscuous. He replies that she can choose: he will submit to her wise judgment. Having obtained mastery over him, she promises to be both beautiful and faithful. Opening the curtain, the knight sees that his bride is now young and beautiful. They live happily ever after.
c. Give a character description of the Wife of Bath. What kind of woman is she?

Answer: The Wife comes from the cloth-making neighbourhood of Bath, and is, like other Pilgrims, skilful in her profession, which she was allowed to practice as the widow of a guildsman. However, the Wife (that is, woman) has also been a wife 5 times, and she explains at length in the Prologue to her tale, she is looking for her 6th husband, despite her age. This may be the reason she is so keen on pilgrimages. Her name is Alison; she is deaf in one ear.

d. Is the Wife of Bath a round or a flat character? Is she a type or an individual? 

Answer: The Wife of Bath stands out among the Pilgrims as an individual – the reader really gets to know her: she has a name and the reader is told about her past.

3. Is the Wife of Bath’s Tale an early feminist Tale, do you think? Why (not)?

Answer: Modern readers usually can’t help but see the Wife of Bath as an early feminist, however, it is likely that a medieval audience would not have taken her seriously. In her Prologue, the Wife tells the story of her five marriages and while contesting the anti-feminist attitudes found in books that she quotes, indirectly, she becomes the proof of the truth of those books to a medieval audience: she is a nightmare-come-true to medieval man.

However, even though the Wife has roots in anti-feminist literature, rather than satirizing women Chaucer instead ends up using her to satirize the antifeminist viewpoint itself and the writers who have perpetuated the stereotype, according to other scholars of medieval literature.

You should decide for yourself which viewpoint you agree with!

4. In general, Chaucer tried to suit his Tales to their respective Tellers. Can you find links between the Wife of Bath's Prologue and the Tale she tells?

Answer: The Wife of Bath’s Tale reflects the Wife’s motto in life as is made clear in the Prologue to her Tale: women want control over their husbands/boyfriends in a relationship.

5. The Wife's opinion on marriage:

a. What’s her opinion on the subject?

Answer: She sees it a way to make money, as a business transaction.

b. What is it that all women want according to her?

Answer: Women want control over their husbands in marriage or boyfriends in a relationship.

c. Do you agree?

Answer: That is up to you!

6. Name at least 3 themes of The Wife of Bath's Tale and discuss them.

Answer: (The position of men and women within) marriage – with her Tale, the Wife takes a clear stand on the subject and the other Pilgrims react to this. This Tale is the first one in the Marriage Group – the other Tales are the Clerk’s Tale, the Merchant’s Tale and the Franklin’s Tale.

Retribution - the Knight has to go on a quest to find out what it is that women most desire as punishment for raping a girl. He has to learn a lesson before he is rewarded.

Power/control – marriage is not about love but about power, about gaining the upper hand according to the Wife of Bath.

Questions on The Franklin's Tale: – the 11th Tale: vwo!

1. What kind of story is the Franklin’s Tale? Give a definition.

Answer: A ‘Breton lay’. Lais were short verse tales about chivalry, love, and the supernatural. Lais were based on Celtic sources. Inspired by Arthurian themes, Marie de France collected and wrote many lays.

Chaucer retold this Tale using Boccaccio’s version as an example.

2. Give a short summary of

a. The Franklin’s Prologue (and the short dialogue between the Franklin and the Squire, the Host and the Franklin)

Answer:

The words of the Franklin to the Squire, and the words of the Host to the Franklin:

The previous Tale has been told by the Squire, a very long-winded young man. After more than 600 lines, the Squire has scarcely begun his story. The Franklin grows impatient and interrupts him, taking care to be very polite. He continues to praise the Squire, contrasting him with the Franklin's own son, who is worthless. The Host stops the Franklin, but is careful not to give the Squire opportunity to continue his long story. Instead, he seems to pretend that it is the Franklin who should be telling a story. The Franklin agrees to do so.

• The Franklin's Prologue:

In olden times, says the Franklin, the Bretons made lays about various happenings, which they either sung or read. He remembers one of them, and will do his best to tell it. He apologizes, however, for his lack of skill in rhetoric. He is an unlearned man; he has never read the Latin rhetorician Cicero. He knows nothing of rhetorical devices.

Answer:

• Summary of The Franklin's Tale:

In Brittany (France) there lives a knight who loves a lady. For long he woos her until she agrees to marry him. He promises not to dominate her, but to obey her. The Franklin remarks that love can be based only on liberty and patience, not on dominion. The knight, Arveragus, crosses the sea to England to win fame in tournaments, and remains there for 2 years.

His wife, Dorigen, is grieved at his absence. She is distraught when she sees the rocks along the sea-shore, fearing lest Arveragus's ship will be wrecked on them when he returns. To comfort Dorigen, her friends take her to dance in a garden. In the dance is a squire called Aurelius, who has loved Dorigen for 2 years, but has not dared to tell her. At last however he takes courage and tells her of his love. She replies that she would never deceive her husband, but playfully agrees to make love to him if he can remove all the rocks from the coast. Believing this to be impossible, Aurelius prays frantically to his gods to perform this miracle, then collapses in a faint. His brother carries him to bed, where he lies in torment.

Arveragus at last returns home, much to Dorigen's joy. Aurelius, however, has lain in bed for 2 years. His brother, a scholar, remembers seeing a book of magic in Orleans and thinks they might find a magician there who can remove the rocks. The 2 brothers set out for Orleans, and just outside the city meet a magician who offers to remove the rocks for a 1000 pounds. Aurelius agrees to pay this sum, and the magician brings about a flood tide which makes it appear that the rocks have vanished.

Aurelius visits Dorigen, points out that the rocks are gone, and asks her to keep her promise. She is horrified, and complains at length of her bad fortune. She considers killing herself, but at last tells her husband the whole story. He tells her that if she has given her promise to Aurelius, she should keep it. She must not, however, tell anyone what she has done.

Dorigen, weeping, goes to keep her appointment. Aurelius meets her, but seeing her grief and considering the honourable behaviour of her husband, releases her from her promise. Dorigen returns to Arveragus, and the two live happily ever after.

Aurelius, though he has not obtained what he wanted, still owes the magician a 1000 pounds, an enormous sum of money. He takes 500 pounds and gives it to the magician, begging to be allowed time to obtain the rest. The magician is displeased that Aurelius cannot pay promptly. He himself has kept his part of the bargain. He asks if Aurelius did not have his lady, as he wished. Aurelius tells his story, explaining how he took pity on Dorigen. The magician agrees to forgive Aurelius all his debt.

The Franklin concludes his Tale by asking: "Which of these characters was the most generous ?"
b. Give a character description of the Franklin. What kind of man is he?

Answer: A Franklin was a free man who held land direct from the Crown, without a Knight’s obligation to military service. A country gentleman who would like to think that he is as worthy as the nobility. The Franklin is always flattering the Knight and his son, the Squire. He is also two-faced, like the characters in his Tale; for instance, he claims not to be a learned man, but then used a lot of rhetorical devices.

c. Is the Franklin a round or a flat character? A type or an individual?

Answer: The Franklin seems to be a type and could therefore be classified as a flat character. A typical ‘wannabe noble’ .

3. Purpose:

a. What is Geoffrey Chaucer's purpose in writing The Canterbury Tales?

Answer: To entertain his readers.

b. What's the Franklin's purpose in telling his tale?

Answer: To flatter the Knight and the Squire who outrank him.

4. In the middle of the Franklin’s Tale 'Janus' is described.

a. Who is Janus?

Answer: Janus, in Roman mythology, was a god who had two faces that looked in opposite directions. One face looked into the past, and the other looked into the future. Janus served as the god of gates and doors and of entrances and exits. His name comes from the Latin word janua, meaning gate.

b. Why does the Franklin mention him?

The Franklin mentions Janus to indicate the time of the year: it is mid-winter (January) when the magician starts working on the ‘disappearance’ of the rocks.

c. Why does Geoffrey Chaucer, the author, mention him?

Answer: One of the central themes of the Franklin’s Tale is hypocrisy, or, two-facedness. In the Franklin’s Tale Janus becomes a symbol of this type of behaviour. Both the Franklin himself and the characters in his Tale are two-faced.

5. Give a short description of character of the 4 main characters in the Franklin’s Tale. Illustrate your answer with examples from the text!

Answer:

Arveragus: a noble knight, honourable, cares a lot about appearances (he promises his wife to obey her, but not when the neighbours are watching!), willing to sacrifice himself (he wants his wife to keep her word – even though this will hurt his feelings; however, she is not allowed to speak of this to anyone).

Dorigen: a courtly love heroine – always crying and fainting; worries excessively about her husband’s well-being, then makes a promise that can only hurt him; very impulsive and extremely emotional.

Aurelius: a courtly lover – when Dorigen defines terms under which she will sleep with him and he feels they are impossible to meet, he starts fainting all over the place. Deceitful – the rocks haven’t really ‘disappeared’ and still he tries to hold her to her promise. Indecent - he shouldn’t have tried to get a married woman into bed in the first place. Capable of reform - he is prompted to see the error of his ways by Arveragus and he releases Dorigen of her promise.

The magician: honourable and generous: ends up empty handed – touched by the sacrifice Arveragus and Aurelius are willing to make, he releases Aurelius of his debt to him.

Arveragus, Dorigen and Aurelius are not really sympathetic – their emotional outbursts seem exaggerated, insincere and therefore annoying to most readers. Chaucer has turned them into parodies of courtly lovers. This how Chaucer makes fun of this literary tradition.

6. Who has been the most generous in the Franklin's Tale? Explain.

Answer: That is really up to you to decide!

7. Name at least 3 themes and discuss them.

Answer:

Generosity: who is the most generous in the Franklin’s Tale?

Love & marriage: this Tale is also part of the Marriage Group – like the Wife of Bath’s Tale, the Clerk’s Tale and the Merchant’s Tale.

Hypocrisy, two-facedness: what are the main characters really motivated by?

Questions on all 3 Tales: havo & vwo!
1. Which Tale do you like best and why?

Answer: That is up to you to decide – be prepared to answer this question!

2. What tradition do all three Tales to some extent parody? Explain and use examples from the text to illustrate your answer.

Answer: 

Chaucer viewed the aristocratic fashion called "Courtly Love" with polite and amused scepticism. In The Canterbury Tales, he satirizes the fashion's lofty ideals, elaborate etiquette and literary style.

The Miller’s Tale itself is a parody of a Courtly Love tale told by the Knight – in which two honourable young men are prepared to fight for the love of a girl for many years; whereas in the Miller’s Tale the 2 young men (and woman!) are simply out to gratify their physical desires – without mutual respect. Absolom tries to behave as a Courtly Lover but is ridiculed. Nicolas’s and Alison’s affair go against all the rules of proper Courtly Love behaviour.

The Wife of Bath’s Tale is probably a nightmare come true to a medieval reader, not to be taken seriously at all. She carries the Courtly Love tradition way too far. Women were only supposed to have the illusion of superiority, not actually gain the upper hand.

In the Franklin’s Tale (vwo!) Arveragus, Aurelius and Dorigen behave in an exaggerated Courtly Love manner (Aurelius faints all over the place and Dorigen is also excessively emotional, for example). Chaucer exposes their hypocrisy: many times their words contradict their actions.

3. Geoffrey Chaucer is both the author of and narrator in The Canterbury Tales.

a. Explain.

Answer: Geoffrey Chaucer, the author, is the historical figure: the courtier and civil servant, the famous Middle English poet – the one who wrote The Canterbury Tales. The narrator is one of Pilgrims; the one tells the reader about the pilgrimage – the narrator is an invention of the author.

b. Describe Geoffrey Chaucer, the narrator; what kind of man is he?

Answer: Geoffrey Chaucer, the author, made fun of himself by inventing a narrator whom he named after himself and then turned into such a naive fellow – such a bad judge of character. For example, whenever Chaucer the narrator calls a Pilgrim ‘a worthy’ man, one can be sure that this Pilgrim is definitely a rascal.

4.  Name as many Pilgrims as you can remember:

Answer:

The Knight, the Squire, the Yeoman, the Prioress, the Nun, the three Priests, the Monk, the Friar, the Merchant, the Clerk, the Lawyer, the Franklin, the Haberdasher and the Carpenter, the Weaver, the Dyer, and the Arras-Maker, the Cook, the Sailor, the Physician, the Wife of Bath, the Parson, the Plowman, the Miller, the Manciple, the Reeve, the Summoner, the Pardoner and Geoffrey Chaucer, the Pilgrim.
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